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HE advertisements in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES are there to serve you. There are many 
Therefore 


things advertised -to meet your needs. r 
the regular reading of the advertisements will 
prove well worth while. 





Prayer Time 


By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


HE while she darns her children’s socks, 
She prays for little stumbling feet ; 
Each folded pair within its box 
Fits faith’s bright sandals, sure and fleet. 


While washing out, with mother pains, 
Small dusty suits and frocks and slips, 
She prays that God may cleanse the stains 
From little hearts and hands and lips. 


And when she breaks the fragrant bread, 
Or pours each portion in its cup, 

For grace to keep their spirits fed, 
Her mother-heart is lifted up. 


O busy ones, whose souls grow faint, 
Whose tasks seem longer than the day, 
It doesn’t take a cloistered saint 
To find a little time to pray! 


La 


= po RIAP? 


Abraham’s Gospel é 


There is only one Gospel of salvation, and Abra- 
ham knew it and taught it. It must be accepted in 
this life or not at all— Abraham taught that also. 
A certain rich man ignored the Word of God and, at 
his death, went to the place of the lost. The Lord 
tells us that.this man, seeing “a certain beggar” who 
in his life on earth had lain at the rich- man’s gate, 
but now was in the place of the saved with Abraham, 
asked that this man might be sent back to earth to 
testify to the rich man’s five brothers, “lest they 
also come into this place of torment.” The unchange- 
ableness of the Word of God, and its sufficiency and 
finality, are shown in Abraham’s reply. To the rich 
man he _answered:. “They have Moses and the 
prophets; let them hear them. ... If they hear not 
Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead.” A remark- 
able feature of this solemn incident is Abraham's 
mention of Moses, who did not live until three hun- 
dred years after Abraham died. Here is a glimpse 
of the knowledge that shall be ours in Heaven; it 
also shows revelation given to Abraham as a prophet 
and seer, for the Lord Jesus said of him: “Your 
father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he saw 
it, and was glad” (John 8:56). There seems reason 
to believe that the incident of the rich man and Laz- 
arus as told by our _Lord may have been, not a 
parable, but an actual occurrence; in the parables our 
Lord does not use names, while here are named two 
persons who may have lived, together with other 
known historical characters. Abraham declares with 
authority that all that men need to be saved is to 


hear and believe the message of Moses- and -the 
prophets;. the Lord himself said: “Search the scrip- 
tures . .. they are they which testify of me’ (John 
5:39). In another matter also Abraham spoke with 
authority, while the lost rich man was- wrong. The 
man in the place of torment felt sure that if one should 
rise from the dead and return to the earth, living men 
would listen to him, believe, and be saved. This 
would not be true of those who have had the word 
of God and rejected. Abraham doubtless knew that 
One was to do that very thing, but that the hardened 
heart of unbelief would not be persuaded even by 
Christ’s own resurrection fr m the dead. God re- 
joices to save all who believe his Word and accept 
his salvation; he cannot save those who: will not 
believe him. 
a“ 


Theological Students’ Blasphemy 


Blasphemy is not’ limited to Red Russia. It is 
found on every side in Christian America, and in 
religious and so-called Christian circles. But the 
most shocking, almost unbelievable expression of this 
sort is reported in Time of September 15. “A dozen 
able divinity students of assorted Protestant denomi- 
nations, summer-schooling at Chicago, last week came 
to an astounding conclusion: that Christ is growing 
increasingly unpopular in the United States, not sim- 
ply the sufferer of public apathy but the subject of 
downright disfavor. The dozen assembled for a din- 
ner in the parish house of St. Chrysostom’s Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church, at present Chicago’s most 
fashionable. Host was John Crippen Evans, forty, 
assistant rector of St. Chrysostom’s and religious 
editor of the Chicago Tribune. He had invited them 
in an ‘attempt to feel the pulse of young theological 
students.’ . . . Of all the Evans guests, only one was 
shocked by anything the others said. He was J. S. 
Thaddeus of the South India United Church. Said he, 
after the others had spoken: ‘Is it possible that any 
theological students do not believe in the divinity of 
Jesus Christ?’ The others excused his naivete by his 
brief residence in the United States.” When students 
for the Christian ministry “take counsel’ together, 
against the Lord, and against his anointed, saying, 
Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their 
cords from us,” the end of the age must be near at 
hand indeed. Even Unitarians, who deny the deity 
of Christ, have never expressed any such views as 


these. It is good to turn from abhorrent news of this 
sort to the Word of God concerning this Christ, that 
“God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name: that at the name of 
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, 
and things in earth, and things under the earth; and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 


=< 
The Peril of Anti-Semitism 


Anti-semitism is a deadly boomerang. Every 
nation that has ever used this weapon has already 
been, or will yet be, fatally wounded by it. Arthur 
Brisbane, brilliant journalist, called attention recently 
to the political program of a popular German named 


‘ Hitler, leader of an important party in Germany. 


His program “includes annulment of the Treaties of 
Versailles and St. Germain, no more reparations pay- 
ments, a powerful German Army such as Germany 
used to have, profit-sharing for workmen, national 
ownership of industry, and ‘a nationwide program to 
disfranchise or drive from Germany all the Jews.’” 
Mr. Brisbane comments: “Before .proceeding with 
the Anti-semitic idea, Hitler should inform himself 
as to what happened to Portugal when that country 
drove out all the Jews, sending them to Holland and 
England, and what happened to Holland and England 
after the Jews arrived, in the way of prosperity.” 
It is good to see this comment from a newspaper 
writer of nation-wide influence. A word that God 
spoke about 1920 B. C. still holds in A. D. 1930. He 
said to Abram: “I will bless them that bless 
thee, and curse him that curseth thee’ (Gen. 
12:3). God has never taken that word back, 
and he never will. More than a thousand years after 
his word to Abram, God said through Isaiah to Is- 
rael: “Can a woman forget her sucking child, that 
she should not have compassion on the son of her 
womb? yea, they may forget, yet.will I not forget 
thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands ... I will contend with him that contend: 
eth with thee, and I will save thy children. And I[ 
will feed them that oppress thee with their own flesh; 
and they shall be drunken with their own blood, as 
with sweet wine: and all flesh. shall know that I the 
Lord am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty 
One of Jacob.” 


The Secret of the Stairs 


presence of the King, the Bridegroom, and the 

secret of that stair is known only to the Bride. 
“O my dove, that art... in the secret of the stairs” 
(Song of Sol. 2:14).. The Church, the Bride, holds 
the secret, and we as members of the Church are 
free to make use of that precious knowledge at any 
time and in any place. But it is to be feared that 
the rush and clamor of modern twentieth-century life 
so fills the heart and eyes and ears of the child of 
God, that many of ‘us ‘have forgotten that we hold 
“the secret of the stairs.” 

“How rare a thing it is to find a soul stili enough 
to hear God speak!” The secret of the stairs that 
lead to communion with our Lord lies in that still- 
ness. But we have no’ time to listen. We shrink 
from stillness, we flee from loneliness, we welcome 
the noise of busy, lively fellow humans: yet, “Noise 
is human, silence is divine.” “Undivine souls, there- 
fore,” says John Pulsford, “feel that more or less 
noise is necessary to their comfort. In silence an 
uneasy feeling steals over most persons as though 
they were breathing a strange element, or as though 
an invisible hand were about to he laid upon them.” 

John Pulsford’s book was published in 1880. His 
comment dispels the mirage on which we sometimes 
gaze longingly, for we are prone to look wistfully 
back to bygone decades as if they were golden years 
of unbroken pegcé and quietness. But if what he said 


" oresen is a secret stair leading up to the very 


was true in 1880, how much more true today! The 
advent of the automobile, the increased use of machin- 
ery, the radio, and the magnavox have not tended to 
enlarge our opportunities for quiet meditation. 

A British journal under the heading, “The Fra- 
ternity System,” made the following discerning com- 
ments : 

“The American undergraduate,” says this English 
writer, “is a gregarious animal. Except when he has 
a date with a co-ed he prefers to move with the 
herd. Consequently he is nearly always ready to join 
the local chapter of ‘Sigma Chi,’ or ‘Kappa Gamma 
Alpha,’ or some other of the national fraternities 
which are the most marked feature of American uni- 
versity life....An Englishman is at once struck 
by the lack of privacy in a fraternity house. Every 
room seems to be petually crowded. It is difficult 
even to take a in private. The members work 
together, take their meals together, and spend their 
spare time in each other’s society... . 

“Tt is difficult to escape a crowd, but it is doubly 
difficult to escape noise. In the principal living-room 
there is always a gramaphone with an inexhaustible 
supply of records, or a radio set, which is never 
turned off. No one ever seems to listen to what is 
being played: it is like the music of the spheres. The 
student dislikes silence almost as much as he dislikes 
solitude.” 

It is not only these undergraduates who have for- 
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gotten the blessedness of silence. ‘We all, men and 
women, are in too much of a hurry, and—if the 
truth be-told— we are a little afraid of that stillness 
“which makes it possible for the soul to arise out 
of the grave of the -body.” 

“In general,” says John Pulsford, “a man realizes 
his body more than his soul, but when circumstances 
constrain him to realize his soul rather than his body, 
he is far from being at,home with himself. His in- 
most prayer is, ‘Oh, for some noise, some outside 
show, if it were only sunrise, to lay this ghost of my 
soul in its grave again.’ This silent conscious man 
in a man, this awful soul beset before and behind by 
the great, silent God, and compassed about by. the 
great, silent eternity, is too much for me! 

“But the man who has passed through the great, 
silent struggles of the new birth, who has in silence 
been disjoined from the terrible hell, and conjoined 
with holy and glorious Heaven, is henceforth a 
master-spirit. He is a prince of God, he has pre- 
vailed over the powers of darkness, he has passed 
the strait gate, and inherits the calm power of the 
strong Son of God. He has conquered the domains 
of solitude, and made them his own. . .. What can 
agitate him who has, himself and alone, borne and 
felt the curse of his own sin, and who by looking to 


/ 
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the curse-bearing Jesus has felt the divine healing 
flow through and through his soul — who has looked 
into hell— who has also looked into Heaven — and 
who has filled his soul with light from the throne of 
God and the Lamb—what is likely to affright, or 
nonplus this man?” 

We are afraid of silence because the “soul is apt 
to awake too much, to wonder too much.” But when 
that silence is filled with the benediction of God’s 
very presence, it becomes the most precious experi- 
ence of the child of God. He is in the secret of the 
stairs, and a thousand times a day he will “run up 
with joy the shining stairs that lead him to his God.” 
He will not wait for his dying day for that experi- 


ence. He will claim it today and every day. He is 
in the secret of the stairs. } 
Long ago a white woman lay dying in India. Her 


native servant waited on her faithfully until the end. 
After her death he confessed his faith in Christ. 

“What did the mem-sahib say that caused you to 
trust in her Saviour?” they asked him, 


“It was nothing she said,” he replied. 
the look on her face.” 

She was one who was in the secret of the stairs, 
and she carried away the glory and radiance of her 
Lord, a glory that pain and weariness could not dim. 


“It was 





Three Kinds of Angels 


In the Times of August 30 your Notes on Open / 
Letters, ‘Who Are the Angels?” puzzles me to know 
how Revelation 1:1 and 22:9 can be explained. 
For the angel of Revelation says he was one of 
John’s brethren and one of the prophets. 


Please explain—A Missouri reader. 


The Bible shows us that there are three kinds of 
angels, — that is, the word angel is used in the Scrip- 
tures with reference to three distinctly different kinds 
of beings. In the Times of August 30 a reader’s 
question was answered as to whether human beings 
who have died have any knowledge of what is happen- 
ing on this earth. The question assumed that those 
who have died have thereby become “angels,” and 
the editorial answer pointed out that this common 
mistake is not in accordance with the Scripture. It was 
shown that the “blessed dead” are not angels; those 
who have died trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour are in his presence in Heaven, but they are 
not angels. Attention was called to the Bible teach- 
ing that angels are a distinct class of spiritual beings, 
who have never been human beings but who are “min- 
istering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation” (Heb. 1:14). 

That editorial comment did not touch upon the 
other uses of the word angel found in the Scriptures, 
and it is this that has puzzled the Missouri reader. 
She is right in understanding that, according to the 
Scriptures, there are other kinds of angels than the 
spiritual beings referred to in the earlier article. The 
confusion disappears when we note that the word angel, 
the literal meaning of which is simply “messenger,” 
is used in the Bible with reference to God himself, 
and with reference also to men, and with reference 
to the spiritual beings already noted. 

God has condescended to be a messenger or herald 
in his dealings with men, over and over again in 
human history. The expression “the angel of the 
Lord” in a number of Bible passages plainly refers 
to God, as when “the angel of the Lord” appeared to 
Hagar in the wilderness and said unto her, “I will 
multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not. be 
numbered for multitude” (Gen. 16:10). It was God 
himself, as “the angel of the Lord,” who called to 
Abraham out of Heaven and told him not to take the 
life of Isaac, whom Abraham was offering in sacri- 
fice in accordance with God’s command. In the same 
chapter (Gen. 22) we read that “the angel of the 
Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second 
time, and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the 
Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast 
not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing 
I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply 
thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand 
which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall pos- 
sess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast 
obeyed my voice.” - So of other Bible passages using 
the word angel as of God. 

Again, angel is used in the Scriptures for men. 
Men can be messengers, or angels. In the original 
Greek of Luke 7:24 where we read that “the mes- 
sengers of John were departed,” the word is aggelos, 
or angel. The same word is translated messengers 
in James 2: And in Revelation 1:20, where the 
glorified Christ says to the apostle John that “the 
seven stars are the angels of the seven churches,” it 
is believed that this refers to human messengers. The 
Scofield Reference Bible comments: “The natural 


25. 





explanation of the ‘messengers’ is that they were men 
sent by the seven churches to ascertain the state of 
the aged apostle, now an exile in Patmos (cf. Phil. 
4:18); but they figure any who bear God’s messages 
to a church.” Similarly of the expression “angel 
of the church” in Revelation 2:1, 8, 12, 18, etc.; these 
were evidently human messengers. And the “angel” 
mentioned in Revelation 22:8, about whom the Mis- 
souri reader asks, is plainly declared to be a man, 
one of John’s fellow servants, one of his “brethren 
the prophets.” If this was a saint, a human believer, 
who had died and whom God commissioned to show 
John certain things in his heavenly vision, then in this 
instance a human being was an angel, or messenger, 
just as a human being can be an angel or messenger 
in this present life. 

The other large group of beings of whom the Scrip- 
tures use the word angel consists of those spiritual 
beings who are not human beings, but whose existence 
in innumerable hosts is revealed in the Scriptures. 
They are divided into two classes: those who serve 
God, and those who followed Satan in his revolt 
against God, the fallen angels. 

These Scriptural facts are set forth in an illuminat- 
ing note in the Scofield Reference Bible on Hebrews 
1:4 as follows: 

Angel, “messenger,” is used of God, of men, and of 
an order of created spiritual beings whose chief attributes 
are strength and wisdom (2 Sam. 14: 20; Psa. 103: 203 
104:4). In the O. T. the expression “the angel of the 
Lorv” (sometimes “of God’’) usually implies the presence 
of Deity in angelic form (Gen. 16: 1-13; 21: 1317-19; 22: 
11-16; 31: 11-133. Exod. 3: 2-4; Judges 2:13; 6: 12-16; 
13: 3-22). See Malachi 3:1, note. The word angel is 
used of men in Luke 7: 24; James 2: 25; Revelation 1: 
20; 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14. In Revelation 8: 3-5 
Christ is evidently meant. Sometimes angel is used of 
the spirit of man (Matt. 18:10; Acts 12:15). Though 
angels are spirits (Psa. 104: 4; Heb. 1:14), power is 
given them to become visible in the semblance of human 
form (Gen. 19: 1, ef. v. 5; Exod. 3:2; Num. 22: 22-31; 
Judges 2:1; 6: 32, 223 13:3, 6; 1 Chron. 21: 16, 20; 
Matt. 1:20; Luke 1: 26; John 20:12; Acts 7:30; 12: 
7, 8, etc.). The word is always used in the masculine 
gender, though sex, in the human sense, is never ascribed 
to angels (Matt. 22:30; Mark 12:25). They are ex- 
ceedingly numerous (Matt. 26:53; Heb. 12: 22; Rev. 5: 
11; Psa, 68: 47). Their power is inconceivable (2 Kings 
19:35). Their place is about the throne of God (Rev. 
5:11; 7:11). Their relation to the believer is that of 
“ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who 
shall be heirs of salvation,” and this ministry has ref- 
erence largely to the physical safety and well-being of 
believers (1 Kings 19:5; Psa. 34:73; 91:11; Dan. 6: 
22; Matt. 2:13, 19; 4:11; Luke 22:43; Acts 5:10; 
12:7-10). From Hebrews 1:14, with Matthew 18: 10; 
Psalm 91: 11, it would seem that this care for the heirs 
of salvation begins in infancy and continues through life. 
The angels observe us (1 Cor. 4:9; Eph. 3:10; Eceles. 
5:6), a fact which should influence conduct. They re- 
ceive departing saints (Luke 16:22). Man is made “a 
little lower than the angels,” and in incarnation Christ 
took “for a little” (time) this lower place (Psa. 8:4, 5; 
Heb. 2:6, 9) that He might lift the believer into His 
own sphere above angels (Heb. 2:9, 10). The angels 
are to accompany Christ in His second advent (Matt. 
25:31). To them will be committed the preparation of 
the judgment of the nations (see Matt. 13: 30, 39, 41, 423 
25:32, note). The kingdom age is not to be subject to 
angels, but to Christ and those for whom He was made 
a little lower than the angels (Heb. 2: 5). An archangel, 
Michael, is mentioned as having a particular relation to 
Israel and to the resurrections (Dan. 10:13, 213 12:1, 
2; Jude 9; 1 Thess. 4:16). The only other angel whose 
name is revealed, Gabriel, was employed in the most dis- 
tinguished services (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Luke 1: 19, 26). 

Fallen angels. Two classes of these are mentioned: 
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(1) “The angels which kept not their first estate [place], 
but left their own habitation,’ are “chained under dark- 
ness,” awaiting judgment (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; 1 Cor. 
6:3; John 5:22). See Genesis 6:4, note. (2) The 
angels who have Satan (Gen. 3:1; Rev. 20: 10, note) 
as leader. The origin of these is nowhere explicitly re- 
vealed. They may be identical with the demons (Matt. 
7:22, note). For Satan and his angels everlasting fire 
is prepared (Matt. 25:41; Rev. 20: 10). 
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Are There Two Creation 
Accounts in Genesis? 


In talking to a friend recently over difficulties in 
the Bible, she said: ‘‘You know there are two ac- 
counts of creation in Genesis; one in which we are 
told man was created after the animals, and the other 
in which man was created first and the animals after.” 
She referred to Genesis 1 and 2, and said: “I think 
the one— Moses or another— who edited the ac- 
counts must have got them a little mixed.” 

I didn’t agree with her using the word “edited,” 
nor do I believe that any other than Moses wrote 
those chapters, but I confess I didn’t quite know how 
to answer her. Perhaps you would kindly help me. 

I am one of those who gets untold help from the 
Times, and earnestly pray that you and all concerned 
may ever be kept faithful to the Word—A British 
reader. 


There is no contradiction between the first and 
second chapters of Genesis. 

The first chapter records, in great detail and day 
by day, the order of creation, the creatures of the 
sea and of the air having been created on the fifth 
day, the animals of the earth having been created 
on the sixth day, and then, on that same sixth day, 
man as the climax of creation. 

When we come to the second chapter of Genesis we 
find a recapitulation, or résumé, of the detailed facts 
set forth in the first chapter, but no contradiction. 
Thus the second chapter begins with the statement: 
“Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and 
all the host of them,” and we read that “God ended 
his work which he had made; and he rested on the 
seventh day from all his work which he had made.” 

Further details are given concerning the plants of 
the field, and also concerning God’s creation of man. 
We are told that God placed man in the garden of 
Eden “to dress it and to keep it,” and then, after 
this second chapter has told us that God “formed man 
out of the dust of the ground,” it tells us also that 
“out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast 
of the field, and every fowl of the air.” The fact 
that this detail about the creation of animals follows 
the detail about the creation of man does not mean 
that the second chapter places the creation of animals 
after the creation of man, as is quite evident from a 
reading of the second chapter. Only those who seek 
every opportunity of bringing forward imaginary con- 
tradictions or difficulties in the Bible would suggest 
this; there is nothing in the text to require it. 

Nor is there any suggestion in the Scriptures that 
“editors” rewrote or rearranged the inspired records. 
This is a favorite theory of those who reject the 
inspiration of the Scriptures and the declared fact that 
these Scriptures are the inerrant Word of God. Our 
Lord Jesus Christ repeatedly referred to the Penta- 
teuch, or the first five books of the Bible; as God’s 
own Word through the inspired human authorship of 
Moses. He quoted three times from the Pentateuch 
in answer to the attacks and temptations of Satan in 
the wilderness, giving Satan an authoritative and final 
answer each time by saying, “It is written.” When 
the Pharisees tried to trap him with a question about 
divorce, the Lord quoted from the first chapter of 
Genesis as the final authority of the Word of God: 
“Have ye not read, that he which made them at the 
beginning made them male and female, and said, For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife: and they twain shall be 
one flesh?” (Matt. 19:4, 5.) In this passage our 
Lord quoted Genesis 1:27 and 2: 24. The inviolability 
of the writings of Moses as the inspired Scriptures 
was also declared by our Lord when he said, in the. 
sermon on the mount: “Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law, or the prophets. I am not come to 
destroy, but to fulfil. For verily I say unto you, Till 
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfiled” (Matt. 
5:17, 18). And after his resurrection the Lord said 
to-his disciples, as he opened to their understanding 
the Old Testament Scriptures: “All things must be 
fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and 
in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” 
(Luke 24: 44). 

It is interesting to note that in the first and second 
chapters of Genesis we have what has been called 
the “Law of Recurrence,” which is a principle run- 
ning through the Scriptures. In inspiring the writers 
of the Bible the Holy Spirit often gave first the out- 
line of a subject and then recurred to it again for 
the purpose of adding details. Thus in the first chap- 
ter of Genesis we have the account of creation first 
set forth; in the second chapter additional details 
are given. But there is no contradiction between the 
two accounts. 
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INFLUENCE 


A far-reaching power that every one is continually 
exercising for good or evil 


By the late W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 














“None of us liveth to himself’ (Rom. 14:7). 


ORE than two hundred years ago, an old Puri- 
M tan doctor wrote a book called “The Bruised 

Reed,” a copy of which, on one occasion, was 
sold at a house by a poor peddler. This fell into 
the hands of a young man and was the means of 
leading him to Christ. That young man was Richard 
Baxter, whose life and ministry form one of the 
noblest testimonies to the Gospel. Among his other 
writings, Baxter wrote a book entitled, “A Call to 
the Unconverted,” which attracted the attention of 
another young man and enabled him to dedicate his 
life to God. That young man was Philip Doddridge, 
who became a burning and a shining light for God 
amid much surrounding darkness. Doddridge wrote 
a book entitled, “The Rise and Progress of Religion 
in the Soul,” which was read by a man and led him 
to thought and prayer. That man was William Wil- 
berforce, the great champion of the slaves and one 
of the most powerful witnesses for God’s truth in the 
dark England of a century ago. Wilberforce wrote a 
book entitled, “A Practical View of Christianity,” the 
reading of which cheered the faith and fired the zeal 
of an English clergyman. That clergyman was Leigh 
Richmond, and he subsequently wrote the simple story 
of a young girl, entitled, “The Dairyman’s Daughter.” 
This book was seen by a minister in the bleak North 
who was preaching a Gospel that he did not vitally 
and thoroughly know. The reading enabled him to 
embrace the Gospel in all its fullness and to come 
forth a champion. for truth until all Scotland rang 
with the eloquence of Thomas Chalmers. 

Here is a striking example of Paul’s words, “None 
of us liveth to himself.” We are so connected with 
each other that we are either consciously or uncon- 
sciously affecting one another, moment by moment. 
But the apostle does not simply state this as a fact; 
he goes on to argue from it that we must frame our 
lives with the constant remembrance of this great 
reality. In this chapter he is dealing with a subject 
that caused very great difficulty and trouble in those 
days, and the principle remains the same today. It 
is equally applicable to the life of each one of us in 
relation to our fellow man, with refe-ence to any and 
every matter that affects or may affect us and him. 

Paul’s words in this chapter are to the effect that 
every Christian must so frame his life as to influence 
others for good, and that, if necessary, he must be pre- 
pared to make a sacrifice of anything which, though 
perfectly allowable and right in itself, may yet be the 
means of difficulty and danger to weaker brethren. 
He says, in so many words: I know you have a 
perfect liberty to do this particular thing, but I ask 
you to curtail your liberty and not to destroy him 
for whom Christ died, for, he continues, “None of us 
liveth to himself.” We are not independent units, we 
are part of one great whole, htimanity. We are bound 
by every possible tie to that great whole and to every 
part of it, and more particularly are we bound to the 
Lord of humanity. Living or dying, we are his and we 
are all men’s in him. . 

The subject thus opened up by the apostle is, there- 
fore, the great, real, vital one of influence, the in- 
fluence of one life upon another, the influence of one’s 
character on the formation of the character of others. 
In a gun factory a great bar of steel, weighing five 
hundred pounds and measuring eight feet long, was 
suspended vertically by a very delicate chain. Near 
by a common bottle cork was suspended by a silk 
thread. The purpose was to show that the cork could 
set the steel bar in motion. It seemed impossible. 
The cork was swung gently against the steel bar and 
the steel remained motionless. It was done again and 
again for ten minutes or so. At the end of that time 
the bar gave evidence of motion, as a sort of nervous 
chill ran over it. Ten minutes later the chill was 
followed by a vibration. At the end of half an hour 
the great bar was swinging like the pendulum of a 
clock. : 

This may be regarded as an illustration of the vital 
subject of influence. The word itself suggests its 
meaning, —in and fluo; that is, the power that “flows 
in” on others from ourselves. 


I. The Nature and Power of Influence 


1. Influence is a fact. We can see it in every age 
and station of life. “he world has been well called 
“the workshop of influence,” for among the forces 
that go to form character, that of influence occupies 
a very prominent position. Influence is seen in the 
nursery, where the babe is for a time influenced solely 
by mother and nurse. Then, with two little children, 
the younger inevitably imitates the elder and is influ- 





A false sense of humility may sometimes lead one 
to suppose that what he is or does has no effect 
on any one else. But that is probably never true. 
Like a magnet, every one of us is exerting more 
or less power over some one, and the pull is up 
or down according to the plane on which we live. 
It is a saddening thought to a Christian to realize 
that his influence may be of the wrong sort. In 
this sermon, preached many years ago, the late 
Dr. Griffith Thomas showed what an important 
place the subject of influence occupies in the 
Scriptures, and how the life of a Christian may be 
a continual blessing to those about him. 








enced by him, so that the younger will often begin to 
talk more quickly from hearing the voice and copying 
the sounds of the elder. Influence is seen at school 
where the juniors will often take a senior boy as a 
sort of model or hero. Very much of that whichis 
derived from school life is due to the influence, for 
good or evil, of other children. Influence is seen in 
young manhood, and much of its reality will depend 
on the examples of manhood around. The examples 
may be such as to lead the young to regard manhood 
as virtually summed up in a cigarette, the latest fashion 
in dress or recreation, or they may be such as to 
teach him that manhood is something far higher. In 
either case the influence of companions in business 
or pleasure will go very far toward making or marring 
his life. Even in age influence is seen, for men are 
affected by others more or less to the end of their 
days, whether in home or business life or in social 
or political affairs. Let a man be as strong-minded 
and independent as he may, he cannot help being in- 
fluenced by others, and however much he may try 
to resist the tendency he will in many real senses be 
the creature of the age in which he lives. 


2. Influence is an important fact. It is important 
because it cannot be neutral, it must be either for 
good or for evil. If we sin, we are the cause of sin 
in others: if we are holy, we give others of our sanc- 
tity. Thus we have power to influence many for good 
or for evil, for joy or for sorrow. Influence, again, 
is important because we cannot keep the power from 
going forth, Whether we will or not, we are always 
affecting those around us. We are necessarily cen- 
ters of influence and there are outlets through which 
our inner life is constantly revealing itself and mold- 
ing others in some measure to our likeness. We can- 
not be foolish and impure without cursing men; we 
cannot be wise and pure without blessing them, 

Influence, too, is important because it is in very 
great measure unconsciously exercised. We have hut 
to live in order to declare ourselves, and through a 
thousand unnoticed openings our inner life flashes out. 
We need not speak, we have only to pass day by day 
among men in order to exert that terrible or else 
blessed power of unconscious influence. Yet, again, 
influence is important because the effect of it is so 
immensely greater than the effort put forth. It is 
a terrible law of influence that a man can throw the 
whole weight of his character into his slightest word 
or deed, so that the effect is entirely out of propor- 
tion to the cause. Just as a whisper on one side of 
the gallery in the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral in 
London swells into a shout on the other side, so the 
result of influence is frequently marvelous in propor- 
tion to the means employed. Just as the seed is 
small and yet in harvest brings forth fruit, thirty, 
sixty or a hundredfold, so an ordinary word or deed 
may revolutionize the character and condition of a 
hearer or beholder. One immoral expression caught 
by the ear of a passing boy might saturate his soul 
with filth, One hint of atheism will strike through 
the mind of an inquiring youth like lightning and lay 
the temple of his early belief in ruins. 

3. Influence ts a universal fact. No one, however 
humble, can help exercising it, for as character and 
influence always go together, we must exercise in- 
fluence simply because we all possess character. No 
one can detach himself from his connections and retire 
to some spot where he will be powerless to exert any 
influence. Moment by moment we are fixing our own 
character and, at the same time, helping to fix the 
character of others, and nothing can possibly stay 
this twofold process. Surely, therefore, this knowl- 
edge should give dignity to the humblest life as it 
certainly gives enormity to all careless wrong. It is 
altogether a mistake to think that influence is limited 
to those who are commonly called “influential” by 
reason of position or education or wealth, for in the 


deepest sense we are all influential. Not only is evil 
influence exercised by what we call notorious figures 
in history, such as Voltaire or Tom Paine, but there 
can also be the evil influence of a wicked or indif- 
ferent parent, companion or acquaintance, even in the 
humblest rank of life. And in the same way we have 
the good influence of the greatest men in history, 
like Moses, Paul, and Luther, and there is also the 
influence of the unknown widow who gave her mite, 
of Mary of Bethany whose love was so full, of the 
woman, a sinner, whose penitence was so deep. In 
each case the reality of the influence is the same, 
whether the position be exalted or lowly, the degree 
alone being different. The rushing of Niagara is heard 
far away, but the ripple of the stream is quite as real. 
The Alpine Mountains stand erect with their heads 
toward heaven, but the violet in the valley is just 
as effective a witness to God’s glory. The eagle may 
soar the higher but the canary has the more melodious 
song. The one is more majestic, but the other is 
sweeter. ’ 


4. Influence is an eternal fact. It is not transient 
but abiding, not fleeting but stationary. If the effect 
of our words and deeds were as the play of the 
breeze upon the bough, we might well be careless, but 
it is not so; it spreads like the ripples of a lake when 
a stone has been dropped into it. Influence is death- 
less, —‘“‘the evil that men do lives after them,” and 
the good is not “interred with their bones.” Influence 
abides in some form or other, and though it changes 
it never perishes. There is a spirit in our words 
and deeds that makes them seeds taking root outside 
ourselves and springing up into health-giving or pois- 
onous plants which live to push their way through 
generations and centuries. Once that spirit has gone 
forth from us it cannot be recalled. Thieves may re- 
store money and jewels, but who can restore peace, 
purity, and innocence? What would not Byron and 
Voltaire give if they could rise and -blot out the slime 
they created? But if all the waters of the sea were 
at their command, they could not do so, for their 
influence is inscribed on human spirits forever. A 
course of sin injures others as well as ourselves, and 
it is not only sowing wild oats that ere long will bear 
their terrible and permanent crop, but it is casting 
firebrands around us to burn and maim the lives of 
men, it is infecting them with thé taint of a hideous 
leprosy, it is setting stones rolling in the moral world 
whose awful destruction not the wisest angel can 
gauge nor the mightiest angel stop ere they reach 
the end. May God enable us to see something of 
the power of influence. May he prevent us from 
unsettling anyone’s principles, warping anyone’s nature, 
or fanning anyone’s passions, and may he enable us 
to see that 


Life is real, life is earnest, 
And the grave is not its goal, 
Dust thou art, to dust returnest 
Ne’er was spoken of the soul. 
Walk with care ’mid human spirits, 
Walk for blessing, not for ban, 
’Twere better never to have lived 
Than lived to curse a deathless man. 


II. The Source of True Influence 


In view of all these solemn realities, the great ques- 
tion for every one is how we can live so as to exert 
a good and worthy influence. 

Influence depends upon our inward principles of 
mind and heart. If these are right, our influence 
will be right, for our outward influence will be the 
exact counterpart of what we ourselves are. As water 
never rises above its source, so the stream of outward 
influence will never be higher than the character 
from which it springs, the hidden man of the heart. 

There is, therefore, need of testing those principles 
and of asking ourselves what and whence they are. 
The evil within us gives our nature a terrible bias; if 
our lives are dominated by sin our influence will be 
according to the ruling power within us. It is this 
great fact of sin within us that compels us to take 
heed to our ways with respect to influence over others. 
Sin has defiled us, distorted us, and if our influence 
is to be for good we must have this defilement 
cleansed, we must have this distortion set right. Then 
the current of our influence may flow in right chan- 
nels, with every power of heart, mind, conscience, and 
will filled with the aroma of truth and love. 

This is possible only through the grace of God in 
Christ. He is the source of all true life and influence. 
He was manifested for the purpose of destroying the 
works of the Devil, and to all who receive him into 
the heart by faith and submit to him in their life 
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by loyal obedience, he gives the Holy Spirit to change 
our heart and life and to energize the new life with 
power and blessing to others. This is the source 
and secret of all true influence, for our influence will 
be in exact proportion to our allegiance to Christ. He 
must work in our hearts before influence can work 
out. He must be in us as the source of living water 
ere the streams can flow out from us to others. The 
shower must come down ere the seed can grow up. 
The snow must descend from the heights of Lebanon 
ere the cedars can raise their lofty heads to heaven. 
Christ must be in us ere right influence can come out 
of us, and therefore the first thought and inquiry for 
each one should be: Is Christ in me? Am I in 
Christ? Have I been cleansed from the stain of 
sin? Is the Holy Spirit now in me as my Deliverer 
from the power of sin? Is my life for Christ or 
against him, for God or for Satan, for darkness or 
for light, for truth or for error? Am I lifting up 
those around me to high and holy things, or am I 
dragging them down with myself into the nethermost 
pit? If only we rest by loving confidence on him as 
our Saviour, the Holy Spirit will take up his abode 
in our hearts and will keep us day by day from the 
dominion of sin and enable us to influence others 
around in all truth and peace and power. 

This must be our power continually, more and more 
of the Spirit of God. Only as we live in the Spirit 
shall we be able to walk in the Spirit, only as our 
lives are permeated through and through with that 
Holy Spirit will they be real and true and powerful. 

‘Here, then, is the source of all true influence: a 
man pardoned, redeemed, cleansed through the blood 
of Christ, and filled, kept, blessed by the Holy Spirit 
of God. Surely every one of us may and should be- 
come truly “influential.” 


ill. The Channels of True Influence 


But we must now go on to notice the channels 
through which, as a rule, influence flows. Very much 
is heard in the political world about “spheres of in- 
fluence.’ The great nations are invited to take under 
their care the smaller nationalities and to guard and 
guide them in the development of their life. It is 
a striking testimony to the reality and power of in- 
fluence that this thought of one nation affecting an- 
other should be so prominent, and it is also an evidence 
of the profound truth of the apostle’s words, “None 
of us liveth to himself.” But, as is well known, na- 
tional influence is only possible in proportion as in- 
dividual influence is exercised aright, for nations are, 
after all, only the sum of the individuals that com- 
prise them. It follows, therefore, that individual in- 
fluence must be the source of all corporate influence, 
whether the community be large or small. 

Just as a stone is cast into the water and a small 
circle is immediately formed on the surface, so the 
individual life reaches out to other lives and influences 
them in various ways. From Christ as the center of 
influence in the believer’s life there are described three 
circles of different sizes. When Christ the living 
stone is cast into the waters of our life, a small circle 
is almost immediately formed on the surface. 


1. The family circle. This is the first place where 
the influence of an individual life should be seen and 
felt. It has been well said that “private life governs 
the world,” for when God is honored in the family he 
will be honored in the nation, which is built up of 
families. Christian influence in the family is exer- 
cised by word and deed. The influence of words will 
be felt long after the speaker has departed for the 
unseen, and the influence of deeds will be felt in the 
stimulus and model of a good example. Before the 
children are the hills of difficulty, the valleys of pleas- 
ure, the pitfalls of temptation, and the narrow ledges 
of commercial venture, and if parental influence is 
Christlike parents will not let their feet tread on 
any path whither they would not like their children 
to follow. Never will one father forget the words 
of his boy as they were climbing a Scottish mountain, 
with the father some little distance ahead. He heard 
his son from close behind call: ‘Choose the safe 
path, Father, I am coming after you!” The influ- 
ence of Christ in the family will always be such that 
the children will be early taught the elementary truths 
of the Gospel and placed in the Saviour’s hands in 
loving trust. They will be daily enabled to see the 
reality of the Gospel in the lives of their parents 
so that they will need no other evidences of its power, 
but will be led to adopt as their motto in after years 
those words of Joshua which are so strikingly ap- 
plicable to family life today: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15). 


2. The church circle. The second sphere of individ- 
val influence is the church. This naturally follows 

vom the influence of Christ in the Christian family, 
for the congregation is the body of Christian individ- 
uals and families in one particular place. All through 
the New Testament companies of Christian people 
are told to let their light shine and to be like the 
purifying and preserving salt, giving tone and flavor 
to the whole neighborhood. Christ influenced men by 
speech and fellowship, by word and deed, and this 
must be the twofold method of our individual and 
collective influence in Christian life and work. The 
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power of Christ is not found in the crowd of half- 
hearted professors, but in the litthke band of whole- 
hearted possessors, not in the multitude who listen 
to the words but in the few who are ready to lay 
down their lives in deeds for the Master. Not great 
talents but great grace, not quantity but quality, are 
needed for Christian influence. The whole congre- 
gation may thus be charged with a holy and irresist- 
ible power for Christ’s Name and his glory. 

3. The society circle. This is the third sphere of 
individual influence. This brings us to the relation 
of the Christian and the Christian Church to the 
world at large, and the method of influence is pre- 
cisely the same as elsewhere, only with a larger area. 
Our Lord has placed his people in the world to wit- 
ness for him and his grace, and Christians are called 
to be in the world, and yet not of the world. Our 
steps must be taken cautiously, for many eyes watch 
our progress, and, it must be added, watch also for 
our stumbling and fall. But the secret of our walk 
will be found in abiding close to Christ, and then no 
danger can appall, nor harm happen, nor temptation 
overcome. The influence of a Christian should be a 
river ready to flow into every open channel and bring 
fertility and blessing. It should be as the helmsman 
steering the ship into its desired haven, or as the 
gentle dew falling on the buds of youth and the 
flowers of age, refreshing them after nights of dark- 
ness and enabling them to lift up their heads to heaven. 
Christian influence should be as the silent sun shed- 
diag its bright beams of light around and dispersing 
the darkness of sin, the fogs of doubt, and the mists 
of care and sadness. It should be as the quiet seed 
that is cast into the furrows of life and brings forth 
much abiding fruit of truth and integrity. Christian 
influence should be as the iittle stream that rises from 
the clefts of the Rock of Ages and rests not until, 
with ever-widening embrace, it loses itself in the ocean 
of God. 

To this important and magnificent opportunity of 
influence in the family, in the church, and in society, 
God calls each individual, and when the life is yielded 
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to him the result on other lives becomes blesséd, po- 


tent, and permanent. Some influence may be high and ~ 


far-reaching, other influence is quiet and lowly, but 
the latter is not the less honored by God or appre- 
ciated by man. The influence of one who is full of 
Christ is the most vital power in the world, and no 
one can possibly gauge its wonderful results, for it 
is like a seed that can never die. Each deed done, 
each word spoken for God lives on in the life of 
others and they will hand on the torch until souls 
are led by its light to our Father’s house. Slowly 
the temple of God is being reared on the remains of 
the former overthrow and though we may be only 
allowed to give a few strokes with the chisel we know 
that others will carry on the work to completion. 
Blessed, thrice blessed, is the law that ordains that 
no life for God is ever wasted; glorious, thrice glo- 
rious, is the assurance that no work for him is ever 
lost; happy, thrice happy, is the man whose ambition 
is not only to gain an immortality of happiness among 
the shining ones of Heaven, but also and chiefly to 
gain an immortality of influence among the shadowed 
ones of earth, 


On the eve of the battle of Tel-el-Kebir in the Egyp- 
tian war, Lord Wolseley required certain troops to 
be near the Egyptian trenches so as to be ready 
for attack immediately on the dawn of day. He gave 
orders to a young naval officer, Rawson, to guide them 
in all possible silence by means of the knowledge of 
astronomy that he possessed. The young officer ac- 
complished the task, but when the attack was made 
he was one of the first to fall, mortally wounded. 
Lord Wolseley, hearing of it, went to Rawson’s tent, 
and the moment the dying man saw his chief he 
held out his hand and said, “General, did I not lead 
them straight?” We have the still more arduous 
task of leading immortal souls through the darkness 
of sin along the path of holiness and truth, and when 
we stand before the great Captain of our salvation, 
it will be an inexpressible joy if we are able to look 
up into his face and grasp his pierced hands and say, 
“Captain, did I not lead them straight?” 
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A last-minute find, the spectacular discovery of the year, was made by one of the foremen as Dr. Kyle and his 


staff were breaking camp at Kirjath-sepher. 


In this last letter on the season’s work Dr. Kyle explains the 


significance of this discovery, and gives a series of striking comparisons between written history and the material 
proofs that have come out of the ancient city. 


ical scheme is not only important to history, but 

absolutely essential. This is flatly asserted by 
some chronologers and tacitly assumed by most critical 
scholars. Radicals make use of it to discredit the 
historical trustworthiness of Scripture and some who 
stand by the trustworthiness of Scripture pin their 
faith, not to its content, but to somebody’s estimated 
chronological scheme. Five articles in this Arche- 
ological Department of the Times in 1915 showed 
the futility of such a method of interpretation and 
set Biblical chronology in its true light. 

In contrast with this overestimate of chronology 
was set, in the above mentioned articles, the evidential 
value of historical parallels, the testing of one his- 
torical record hy another of independent origin. In 
fact, the really supreme test of history is not a chron- 
ological scheme, but historical parallels. Chronological 
schemes are of mathematical character; mathematics 
finds expression in figures; figures are peculiarly liable 
to scribal and typographical errors; and, besides, fig- 
urers, being human and sometimes full of all subtlety, 
will manipulate figures. On the other hand, events 
tell the truth, they are beyond the reach of collusion; 
and independent records of events, especially material 
remains of events, have an evidential value greater 
than that supplied from any other human source. Espe- 
cially is this true of paralleis between written records 
and material remains; only real events leave anything 
to be dug up out of the ground. Here thus emerges 
the whole argument furnished by archeological , dis- 
covery. For this we dig, and to state this we write. 

The real results that came. out at Kirjath-sepher 
are thus a long series of historical parallels. 


Parallel 1—The Destruction of the Cities of the 
Plain, and the “Great Break” in the Civilization of 
the Jordan Valley. The Biblical account of the de- 
struction of Sodom and allied cities consists almost 
entirely of the divine elements; the people knew what 
had taken place, they only needed to be told what 
special part God had in the catastrophe. It is seldom 
to be expected tnat we should find any attestation 
of the divine in miracle in parallel historical events. 
But this miracle was embodied in natural events, had 
some natural elements. Natural events are apt to 
leave material evidence which may often be discovered, 


Tiss is a widespread notion that a chronolog- 


and so historical events parallel to the natural elements 
in the miracle are often to be found. 

The pottery from the graves at Bab ed-Dra’a, the 
great High Place of the Cities of the Plain, is the 
characteristic pottery of the very Early Bronze Age 
—the rough ledge handles, the crimped ledge handles, 
the inverted rims and the coarse, heavy ware. Now 
the civilization of the Jordan valley has been most 
carefully traced by Albright, Fisher, Garstang, and 
Pére Vincent. Practically every known city in the 
valley has told us when it began and when, if ever, it 
ended. Hazor began in the Early Bronze and ended 
at the Early Iron I, as is related in the Book of Joshua 
(Josh. 11:11) where it is said that Joshua com- 
pletely destroyed this fortress. Other cities down the 
valley are equally well traced in their history. Jeri- 
cho began very early and, in some form at some loca- 
tion, has ever continued> So the Plain was inhabited 
in the Early Bronze, but a “great break” came at the 
end of that Age. Something happened which put an 
end ¢o civilization of any sort in that region, and not 
again until after the end of Biblical history did this 
region have any history, except a history of ruins 
mentioned in the classics. Now the cultural remains 
show exactly the same. For twenty-five hundred 
years after that “great break” no kind of civilization 
was on the Plain. (Compare “Explorations at Sodom,” 
by the writer. Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.50.) Thus the history dug up parallels. and. attests 
the Biblical narrative. 


Parallel 2—The “Great. Break,’ and the Early 
Bronze Age at Kirjath-sepher. In that earliest city 
in the great fortress at Tell Beit Mirsim were ex- 
actly the same forms of Early Bronge pottery as 
those found at Bab ed-Dra’a at the remains of the 
great High- Place of the Cities of the Plain. So 
exactly were the potsherds alike that they might be 
exchanged in the characteristic types and it would not 
be possible to separate them except by knowing the 
origin. Thus the beginning of the city of Kirjath- 
sepher was contemporaneous with the great catastrophe 
on the Plain. Nothing is~yet indicated concerning 
the date of these parallel events, but of that later. 


Parallel 3—The Early Bronze Age at Kirjath- 
sepher and at Geser, and the Twelfth and Early Thir- 
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teenth Dynasties in Egypt. MacAlister in his long 
and epoch making work at Gezer found in what he 
calls the First Semitic Age, now called Early Bronze, 
again the same types as at Bab ed-Dra’a and at Kir- 
jath-sepher. So exactly are the types of pottery alike 
that there can be no doubt that they all represent the 
same period of history. But in the same layer of 
débris in which he found this pottery, he found Egyp- 
tian remains and among them the scarabs of the 
Twelfth and Early Thirteenth Dynasties. These can 
now be quite accurately dated as of the early part of the 
nineteenth century B. C. Now the founding of Kir- 
jath-sepher and the destruction of the Cities of the 
Plain have been shown to have deen of the same 
period, the beginning of the nineteenth century B. C. 
Here for the first time appears a historical parallel 
at nearly 2000 B. C. for the tragic event at Sodom. 
In our “Explorations at Sodom” we have estimated 
that catastrophe to have been early in the eighteenth 
century B. C. It now appears that it was a century 
earlier. This agrees well with the general consensus 
of opinion of Assyriologists now that the call of 
Abram was near the end of the twentieth century or 
the beginning of the nineteenth B. C. 


Parallel 4—The Twelfth and Thirteenth Dynasties 
of Egypt, and the Story of Abraham and Lot. This 
now only needs to be stated; the evidence has already 
been adduced. Perhaps this is as near an exact date 
for that narrative, or of the events there narrated, as 
we shall ever obtain. 


Parallel 5.—Abraham and Lot, and the Estimated 
Time to the Exodus. ,The material for estimating 
the time from the call of Abram to the Exodus is 
not very extensive in the Bible. The Biblical writers, 
not living in an age that estimated by our calendar, 
did not, as a matter of course, follow our method, 
and so it is not easy always to translate their data 
into our dates. There is rather general agreement 
that the Biblical data call for about 645 years between 
these two events. Now, if the Iron Age in Palestine 
began about 1275 B. C. and the taking of. Kirjath- 
sepher in the Conquest about fifty years earlier (forty 
in the wilderness and ten in the Conquest), this would 
well agree with the call of Abram early in the nine- 
teenth century. While these dates, being estimated 


_and not stated in the Bible, are not perfectly exact 


and one may not pin his faith to them as though they 
were a revelation, yet they do afford an interesting 
and helpful parallel between independent lines of 
evidence. 

Parallel 6.—Social and Political Conditions at 
Sodom and at Gibeah, and the Conditions Evidenced 
by the Great Court of the End of Early Bronze 
Age and Beginning of Middle Bronze at Kirjath- 
sepher. The story of Lot and the men, really angels, 
come from Abraham to warn him, reveals social and 
political conditions in the doomed city. The — 
proposed to remain in the street for the night. t 
would not hear of it; he well knew the men of 
Sodom and insisted that they should accept the hos- 
pitality of his house for protection. Evidently also 
police protection was not to be relied upon at Sodom. 
The angels accepted Lot’s invitation and the mob also 
accepted the temptation put before them and battered 
at the door. That was mob-proof; they did not get 
in. Exactly the same social and political conditions 
are revealed in the-horrible tragedy at Gibeah of 
Benjamin. Such social and political conditions call 
for peculiar house construction. Not all houses are 


-mob-proof. Now at Kirjath-sepher in the Middle 


Bronze Age, parallel, as we have seen, with the story 
of Lot, we found a great court of a house, probably a 
caravansary, that exactly fulfills these conditions. It 
was named at once by the Staff “The Abrahamic 
House.” It had great walls, inside of which were 
conveniences for man and beast, and the great heavy 
door was made known by the great door socket still 
in situ. Such mob-proof doors are common in that 
Age and also later in the Early Iron I, the time of 
the tragedy at Gibeah. The story in each case is in 
keeping with the conditions. The significance of all 
this becomes apparent only by contrast with the houses 
of the eighth and seventh centuries, at which time 
much critical acumen would have us believe the Bib- 
lical stories of Genesis were composed. The city of 
that time is here the best preserved of all the cities 
on the Tell. A multitude of houses and scores of 
doors are now known. Door sockets of any size are 
all but unknown at that Age. Social and political 
conditions permitted arches or curtains, certainly ‘not 
mob-proof. Now how could the Lot narrative be 
produced in such an Age and under such conditions? 
Was the writer a distinguished archeologist, who in 
the eight century could reproduce the conditions of 
the nineteenth century? Verily the less faith people 
have the more they need to believe their own theories! 

Parallel 7—The “Pest” in Egypt and the Turmoil 
in the Middle Bronze Age at Kirjath-sepher. The 
Hyksos were so hated in Egypt that the Egyptians 
never give us their ethnic name, but call them oppro- 
brious epithets among which is the “pest.” In the 
Joseph story this is translated in English “abomina- 
tion.” These foreign rulers seemed to be against every 
one except the Israelites, who were accorded royal 
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favor. It is interesting to note here the dreadful tur- 
moil in Palestine in that Age. Six cities were built 
and destroyed here in three hundred to four hundred 
years, 


Parallel 8—The “Sea Peoples” in Egyptian Liter- 
ture and in Palestinian Culture. Nothing could be 
more striking than the change wrought in the pottery 
in this land by the change from the Middle Bronze 
Age to the Late Bronze Age. Now pottery was im- 
ported from Cyprus and the Greek coast and then 
imitated in Palestine until at last we have the strange 
styles known as Philistine with such garish decora- 
tion, 


Parallel 9.—The Philistine Culture, and the Desert 
Life of Israel. That the Israelites were artists and 
craftsmen when they left Egypt is sure; that they 
lost these arts and crafts in the wilderness is equally 
certain. How could they do otherwise, when the 
old men died and the young men had no opportunity 
to learn in their simple desert life? This is exactly 
paralleled in the squatter settlement at Kirjath-sepher 
and the imitation of Philistine pottery. 


Parallel 10—The Exodus at the Beginning of the 
Iron Age, and Scarabs at Kirjath-sepher. The Amen- 
ophis III scarab in Late Bronze Age attests the pres- 
ence of an Egyptian official at that time, and the 
imitation of a Nineteenth Dynasty Rameses scarab 
in Early Iron I indicates that Israelites were at that 
time in possession. In each case this is in harmony 
with the late date for the Exodus and out of har- 
mony with the early date. 

Parallel 11—Jeroboam and Shishak, and the De- 
struction wrought at Kirjath-sepher by Shishak. The 
familiar Biblical account of Jeroboam’s contest for 
the throne, and the coming of Shishak from Egypt 
to devastate both Northern and Southern Kingdoms 
is fully corroborated in the terrible burning of the 
city of the time of the Judges exactly coinciding with 
the time of Shishak. 

Parallel 12.—The Diatribe of Isaiah Against the 
Women of His Time for Their Vain Fashions, and 
the Vanity Cases Discovered at Kirjath-sepher. He 
ridicules the women for their mincing walk and their 
elaborate hair-dressing and their rouge and lip-sticks 
(Isa. 3). They had different names for these things 
in those days, but the fashions most remarkably re- 
sembled the extremes of fashionable “make-up” in 
these days. Scarcely a day went by when we were 
excavating the city of the kings of Judah that we did 
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not find a vanity palette of one of thuse pampered 
ladies, It seems as if every Jewess in the town had 
one. 


Parallel 13—The Jehoiachin Jar-Handle, and the 
Destruction by Nebuchadnezzar. This young king 
only reigned three months and eight days, yet here 
we now have two of these strange tax receipts given 
in his reign. They show indubitably that still in his 
day the authority of the kings of Judah was in force 
here. Thus the city was not destroyed at an earlier 
time, but by the great and ruthless devastater of that 
age, Nebuchadnezzar. 

This list does not exhaust the historical parallels, 
does but give for the most part those established by 
the work during the three seasons at Kirjath-sepher. 
But they furnish a telling illustration of the argu- 
ment that the excavations in Bible lands are building 
up for the historicity of the Bible narratives. These 
mute witnesses dug up out of the ground cannot be 
impeached. These things are not the “deadly parallel,” 
but a vitalizing parallel that makes Old Testament 
history live again. 


The last letter of description of the excavation had 
been sent. I was back once more in Jerusalem, and 
the Staff were all preparing to break camp, filling 
in, loading the antiquities and camp paraphernalia, 
when one of our Egyptian foremen made a last min- 
ute find, the spectacular discovery of the year. A 
few feet from the place where was found the offering 
table with the lion decoration, an image of a lioness 
sculptured in fine limestone appeared. It is a couch- 
ing lioness, uninscribed. Lions are frequently men- 
tioned in the Bible, and formed the supports to the 
throne chair of Solomon, and the lioness is often 
figured as a goddess of Canaan or of Egypt in Egyp- 
tian sculpture. It is impossible as yet certainly to 
determine the significance of this, the first lion found 
in Palestine. Some things create a strong presump- 
tion that it is an idol, a lion goddess; it was found 
near the offering table which certainly was used be- 
fore an idol; and the decoration of the offering table 
has a lion motive, and so would be appropriate to be 
used to serve a lioness goddess. This spectacular 
find, when added to the exceedingly informing his- 
tory of culture that this season has yielded, makes a 
fitting close to our work this year and a gratifying 
appeal to the public, which dearly loves to see things. 

KirJATH-SEPHER. 
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Winning Your Class for Christ 


By a Canadian Teacher 














Y CLASS of seven boys, from ten to thirteen, 

kept the worst order imaginable; but I was 
patient for two reasons, — first, because I had to be, 
second, because I remembered thirty-five years back 
when I was thirteen and thought of Sunday-school 
as a place to have a good time in. The first Sunday 
I had this class, a Sunday in February, two of the 
boys had an altercation during the lesson which de- 
veloped into a rough-and-tumble on the floor. I stop- 
ped that, but I had to let a great deal go. 

I got their attention that first Sunday when I told 
them how I had lost my thirteen-year-old Archie last 
September. They listened while I told how Archie 
came to his grandmother when he was seven and 
asked, “Grannie, how can:I be sure that if I die I 
would go to Heaven?” 

“Well, Archie,” she replied, “if your father or your 
mother took a present from the Christmas tree and 
said it was for you, what would you do with it?” 

“Why, I’d take it, Grannie,” he answered, beaming. 

“Well, Archie, Jesus is God’s gift to us as our 
Saviour, isn’t he?” 

“Yes, Grannie.” 

“Would you like to take him as your Saviour, 
Archie?” 

“I would, Grannie,” he said eagerly. 

“Then we'll kneel down, Archie,” his grandmother 
said, “and we'll tell God you take Jesus as your 
Saviour.” They knelt and repeated, “O God, I take 
Jesus as my Saviour now and for always. Amen.” 

“Now, Archie,” said his grandmother, “after your 
father or your mother has given you a present from 
the Christmas tree, and you have taken it, what do 
you say to them?” 

“Why, I say, ‘Thank you, Grannie,” was his 
prompt response. 

“We'll kneel down again then, Archie, and you 
will say, ‘Thank you’ to God for the gift of Jesus as 
re Saviour, which God has given and you have 
taken.” 

They knelt again, and Archie said, “Thank you,” 
to his heavenly Father. 

“He left me with a shining face,” his grand- 


mother told me later, “saying, ‘Jesus is mine, and I 
am his.’” 

I wanted to win every one of those boys for Christ, 
and I knew my time with them might be short, as 
I was likely to leave S soon. After a few 
Sundays’ teaching I wrote the following on seven 
dated slips of paper, “Dear Jesus, take me, and break 
me, and make me.” At the close of the lesson I 
handed a slip to each of the six present, explained it, 
and told them that if they wished to accept the Lord 
Jesus as their Saviour they should sign their names 
at home, after thinking is over carefully. The big- 
gest boy, looking me straight in the eyes, said heart- 
ily, “But I’m ready to sign mine now.” 

“All right, John, I’m glad to have you sign it now, 
if you have made up your mind,” I said. 

He signed, and each of the other five signed. I 
dared not check their readiness to follow John’s lead. 

Two new bovs were in my class the next Sunday. At 
the close of the lesson I gave each of them a slip 
of paper with the same words, “Dear Jesus, take me, 
break me, and make me.” I explained that the “break- 
ing” was the “breaking in” necessary for horses, not 
“breaking” in a damaging way, which they understood 
easily. When I asked them if they did not want to 
accept Christ as their Saviour, they said they did, and 
both signed their little slips and handed them back 
to me. Two Sundays later another new boy came, 
also one of my original seven who had been out of 
the class for several weeks. Before Sunday-school 
one of my other boys came to me and asked, “Will 
you let those other boys sign, too?” 

“Yes, if they wish to,” I answered heartily. 

Again both boys signed their deed of gift of them- 
selves to their Saviour. The next Sunday I explained 
the Day School Gospel League’s scheme of systematic 
Bible reading, showed them a League Gospel with 
its questions, and gave them each a card to examine. 
Four signed the cards. But now, after my few Sun- 
days with them, I’ve had to leave S And my 
boys? — But the One who gave me the privilege of 
building a few bricks into those precious ten lives has 
his own plans for their future building. ~ 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 19, SIMEON AND ANNA, 


International Uniform Lesson.— 
Golden Text.—Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God.— Matt. 5: 8 


(The Insight of the Pure in Heart) 
Luke 2: 29-39 














The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
Blest are the pure in heart, 
For they shall see our God; 
The secret of the Lord is theirs, 
Their soul is Christ's abode. —J. Keble. 
The Practical Aim 


To inculcate faith as the supreme means of develop- 
ing character. 


The Historical Setting 


The historical setting is so closely connected with 
that of last week’s lesson as not to require separate 
discussion. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 2:29.—Lord, now lettest thou thy servant 
depart. Compare Isaiah 57:2 and Revelation 14: 13. 
Life for Simeon has been a long glad service. Now 
that service is finished. There is no more work to 
be done. The servant may be dismissed. The word 
translated “‘Lord” is the Greek despotes, the master 
of a household, though probably Simeon spoke in 
Aramaic rather than in Greek. 

In peace. The peace (1) of unbroken fellowship 
with his Lord, (2) of happy satisfaction at the com- 
pletion of his life task, (3) of untroubled security 
about the future. 

According to thy word. The reference may be to 
some specific promise which Simeon had _ personally 
received from God, of it may be to the fulfillment of 
the Messianic prophecies in the person of. the Babe 
who lay in the old man’s arms. The former is specif- 
ically alluded to in verse 26, but the latter was prob- 
ably also present. 


Verse 30.—For mine eyes have seen. The seen 
corresponds to the terms of the’promise. So, though 
his hands held Christ, he refers to the promise of 
sight. ; 

Thy salvation. Compare 1 John 1: 1. God’s salvation 
is not a thing but a Person. 


Verse 31.—People. Literally, “peoples.” This in- 
cludes both the Gentile nations (v. 32) and also Israel. 


Verse 32.—To lighten the Gentiles. Compare Isaiah 
42:6; 49:6; 60:3. All through God’s dealings with 
Israel he was making ready for a blessing which 
should be world-wide. Compare the notes on Jonah 
in the lesson for September 21. Note the parallelism 
between light and glory. The glory of Israel is the 
light of the Gentiles. The Shekinah was formerly 
confined within the holy of holies. Now it shines out 
so brightly that this glorious light in the camp of 
Israel can be seen by, and itself illuminates all the 
world. 

Verse 33.—Marvelled. The construction is peculiar 
and indicafes that the parents went on marveling. It 
was not with them a nine-days’ wonder as we say. 
As long as they severally lived the wonder continued. 

Verse 34.—The fall. For the Lord Jesus was to 
be “a stone of stumbling” and “rock of offence” (Isa. 
8:14; Rom. 9:33). Against this stone they stumbled 
because of unbelief, and with the Jews of our Lord’s 
day, as with people today, unbelief is not so mnch a 
matter of intellectual difficulty as of moral unwill- 
ingness. So long as they thought that the Lord Jesus 
proposed to set up an earthly kingdom and to over- 
throw the power of Rome they were willing to fol- 
low him to death, but when they found that his king- 
dom was to mean moral renovation they were un- 
willing. And because they were unwilling they failed 
to understand the Lord Jesus (cf. Isa. 8:14). 

Rising again. Rather “rising up.’ The reference 
is to new faith. and holiness as in 1: 52. 

Verse 35.—Thy own soul. The word “soul” is used 
in four different senses in Scripture. 

(1) Of physical life generally (Gen. 1:20). 

(2) As equivalent to spirit (Luke 1: 46, 47). 

(3) As distinguished from spirit (1 Thess. 5:23). 

(4) Meaning the emotions as here. 

That the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 
This would be by their reaction to the claims of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. To each man to whom he comes 
the Lord is either a stumbling-stone or a stepping- 
stone. Thus his coming reveals the real inner nature 
of each. 

Verse 36.—Anuna. The notice of her here makes it 
clear that though Asher was not one of the tribes 
which returned to Palestine after the Babylonian cap- 
tivity, individual members of the tribe had done so. 
And further Anna belonged to a family of sufficient 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 84: 
Primary Topic: Being Giad ne God's Best Gift. 
Lesson Material: Luke 2: 2 
Memory Verse: We have Sund him, of whom Moses in the 
law, and the prophets, did write. —John £.34g. 
Junior Topic: Simeon and Anna See Jesus. 
Lesson Material : Luke 2: 25-39. 
Memory Verse: We have found him, of whom Moses in the 
law, and the prophets, did write.— John 1: 45. 
Intermediate and Senior i- : How to Know Jesus. 
vom for Young People and Adults: How Wisdom Depends on 


aracter. 











29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word: 

30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel. 

33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things 
which were spoken of him. 

34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his 
mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many ip Israel; and for a sign which shall be 
spoken against; 

35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul 
also;) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 

36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter 
of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, 
and had lived with a husband seven years from her vir- 
ginity; 

37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four 
years, which departed not from the temple, but served 
God with fastings and prayers night and day. 

38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise 
unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem. 

39 And when they had performed all things according 
to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their 
own city of Nazareth. 








distinction to have preserved its genealogy. It is in- 
teresting to notice that the tribe of Asher was cele- 
brated in tradition for the beauty of its women and 
their fitness to be wedded to the high priest or to the 
king. Phanuel. It is uncertain whether this name refers 
to the father or the mother of Anna. 


Verse 37.—A widow of about fourscore and four years. 
This refers not to her age but to the length of her 
widowhood. So that supposing her to have been mar- 
ried at fourteen she would have been 105 at the time 
referred to. 

She . . . departed not from the temple. This does 
not mean that she actually lived in the Temple, for 
this would not have been possible. But it means that 
she took part in all the Temple services, worshiping 
with fastings and supplications night and day. It 
was thus that she sought to give expression to the 
longing that was in her heam for the coming of the 
promised Messiah. 

Verse 38.—Looked for redemption. The word is the 
same as that translated “waiting for’ in verse 25. 
There was evidently a little company of earnest be- 
lieving souls who were expecting the Lord’s advent. 
It is very much the same at the present time when a 
certain number of Christians have learned to expect 





They Shall See God 


By Amos R. Wells 


IMEON and Anna, — old, old, old, — kept in 

age the message to their childhood told; looking 
for Messiah through the waiting years, cherishing 
their longing, conquering their fears. Simeon and 
Anna, they were Spirit-led, by the Spirit strength- 
ened, taught, and comforted. Well they knew the 
Spirit would not jake them Home till the blest 
Messiah’s perfect time had come. Simeon and 
Anna knew where they should stay; what they 
should be doing, skilled to praise and pray; knew 
where Christ would find them, in the house of 
God; so the path of piety year by year they trod. 
Simeon and Auna, when they saw the Child, how 
the air about them radiantly smiled, how the trust 
within them gloriously grew, and the Babe in 
Mary’s arms for their God they knew! Simeon 
and Anna high thanksgiving gave. ‘They had seen 
the Christ of God, him who came to save. In the 
holy Infant they discerned their Lord, and they 
spread the tidings happily abroad. Simeon and 
Anna, tell us, how may we, in the face of Jesus 
Christ, God our Saviour see? May we, all the 
years of earth, choose the better part. May we 
have the vision of the pure in heart. 











a second advent. Anna had waited eighty-four years, 

and at last her faith and patience were rewarded. 

“In due season we shall reap, if we faint not” (Gal. 

6:9). 

A Lesson Outline 
1. Expectation. 
2. Realization. 
3. Satisfaction. 

Golden Topics 


1. The kind of people who are ready for the coming 
of the Lord Jesus. These opening chapters of Luke 
reveal to us a very interesting condition — impatience 
among the people with their political inferiority and 
subjection and a passionate desire to throw off the 
yoke of Rome, and a small inner group who saw that 
what Israel needed first was not political but spiritual 
independence, salvation from sin, rather than from 
circumstances. It is this inner group that Luke brings 
before us. It was they only who recognized the Lord 
Jesus when he came. The special characteristic of 
both Simeon and Anna was their life of uninterrupted 
communion with God. In that atmosphere — 
grows as in no other way. 


2. For us, too, understanding depends in de last 
resort upon character. An astronomer sees so much 
more in the face of the sky than another man. So 
the pure in heart see much more in the Lord Jesus 
than others do. For one thing, the more pure a man 
is, the more he knows himself to be a sinner and to 
need a Saviour. Only an Isaiah can cry, “Woe is 
me! for I am undone” (Isa. 6:5), or a Paul exclaim, 
“O wretched man ... who shall deliver me?” (Rom. 
7:24.) Not to know our need of Christ is to be in 
most desperate need. Lack of sensibility is always a 
danger signal. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew Ms. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY was Simeon able to recognize the Child as 
different from others? 

2. What do you think of Anna’s recognition of him, 
was it based upon the same condition ? 

3. In what respects were Simeon and Anna alike? 

4. What other nativity songs belong in the group with 
Simeon’s “Nunc Dimittis” ? 

5. How did these words of Simeon’s affect Joseph and 
Mary, his only audience? 

6. To whom did Anna, the prophetess, speak concern- 
ing Christ as Messiah? 

Where may we infer Joseph and Mary were living 
at ‘es time of this presentation in the Temple? 

8. How does Matthew’s account of the infancy of 
Christ supply further light. here? 

9. What is the strong lesson in the confident “expect- 
ancy” of Simeon? 

10. Where is the main missionary thought in this les- 
son? 

11, There is a highly suggestive inference in the state- 
ment of verses 27 and 28, about coming to the house of 
God “in the Spirit.” What is it? 

12. What other lessons can you suggest that may be 
learned from their experiences? (Personal.) 





Answers to Last: Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


mY 
Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaterraL: A pair of smoked glasses. 











AM taking you for a ride to see some marvelous 

flowers I have seen. Before we start, I want to 
tell you how wonderful they are, how exquisite their 
coloring, such delicate tints as I have never seen be- 
fore. When we start, you put on your dark glasses, 
and when we arrive at the garden you insist on keep- 
ing them on. You look at these flowers, and say to 
me, “I see no lovely colors. They are very dull and 
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Lesson for October 19 


ordinary flowers.” And I beg of you to take off 
your dark glasses that you may see them in all their 
beauty. But you cling to your goggles. 

So people cling to their sin and wickedness. With 
their sinful hearts they look at the sinless One, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and they see no beauty in him. 
They scoff at him, they take the crown from his 
brow, and call him a mere man. They cannot see 
his beauty because their hearts are blinded with sin. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see 
God.” Take off the goggles of sin that are keeping 
you from seeing the Lamb of God in his glorious 
beauty. 


Mount Hermon, CAL. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“Mystics."—A man... whose name was Simeon 
. . . just and devout (v. 25). The whole Christian 
Church for centuries has known the song Simeon sang. 
Luke gives it to us in full. But how many stop and 
realize they are listening to the song of a man charac- 
terized by the Holy Spirit in two of the great words 
of the English language — “just,” “devout.” The 
subtitle inventor of the lesson seems to think purity 
of heart is the root from which fruits the just and 
devout in men and women. When Justice and Devo- 
tion marry perhaps Purity of Heart is the offspring. 
That is to say, if Justice and Devotion are the nouns 
for the adjectives. In arranging for the greatest Epic 
of all time — (I wrote “epic” and then rubbed it out 
as an unsuitable word for our Bible. Then I took my 
dictionary and read the definition and immediately put 
Epic back with a cap). It is interesting to note in this 
Epic the characters selected by Heaven. Ruth, David, 
Isaiah, Elisabeth, John the Baptist in the prologue, 
John the Evangelist in the epilogue. And men and 
women such as Simeon and Anna for the first canto. The 
great poem of Salvation begins, as it were, in the cool 
limpid purity of the mountain stream. How did 
Simeon and Anna know? There is a splendid story 
by George MacDonald called “Salted by Fire” (Mark 
9:49; Luke 12:49; Matt. 3:11). Dr. MacDonald 
claims in this great story of “an Angel who has lost 
her way,” that some men live so close to God, and 
are so pure in heart, just and devout, that God can 
reveal his plans and purposes to them. I wonder if 
this isn’t the case many times. What do you think 
about it? 

That Longing Look.—Spake of him to all of them 
who looked for redemption in Jerusalem (v. 38). 
That ancient world was looking intently sure enough. 
That is to say, two classes of it were. The serious 
and -thoughtful in the upper strata. The despairing 
and submerged of the lower strata. In that cruel and 
murderous age these folk had the hand to the fore- 
head and the strained and longing look somewhere 
for help, just as shipwrecked sailors scan the sea 
for a sail. This time the people were lost on the 
sea of iniquity as those who have read into the history 
of the time can tell you if you are not a mixed com- 
pany. The pictures of the time have to be sent by 
express, they are too bad to go by mail. Every once 
in a while it is to laugh one’s head off when some 
half-baked “philosopher” stands up, as one did in a 
convention at Middletown, Conn., December 3, 1927, 
and says, “Organized religions are bankrupt, and be- 
lief in religious methods at the present stage of civil- 
ization is harmful.” Another intellectual of the same 
sort, who runs a well-known magazine and who does 
not hesitate to have an article open with a good big 
“Damn” says, “The Bible ought to be suppressed.” 
And that sort of “truck” is fooling some of the young 
folks in our colleges, the aforesaid “philosopher” be- 
ing a professor in a noted college for women. 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
President and Professor of Education at Juniata Cellege’ 





THe Law os APPERCEPTION.—AIll new knowl- 
edge and experience are appropriated and inter-' 
preted through knowledge and experience already 
acquired, 











HE law of mental acquisition set forth above has 
spiritual implications as well; indeed there is evi- 
dently a law of spiritual apperception as well as of 


mental apperception, and our lesson illustrates it in- 


the case of the two godly souls who through long 
years of devotion to God had prepared themselves 
to recognize the Lord Jesus Christ when he came. It 
is made clear in the case of Simeon that this spiritual 
apperception is not so much an acquirement as a spir- 
itual gift to him who yields himself to the Holy 
Spirit. It was the Spirit who had revealed to him that 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
at 10 cents a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. October 5.—Zacharias and Elisabeth. (Life in a 
Fi0Us JOWIME. BOM) ssiscccvesvecicevccess Luke 1 : 5-8 
2. October 12.—Mary, the Mother of Jesus. (An Ex- 
ample of Motherhood.) 
Luke 2: 15-19; John 2: 1-5; 19: 25-27 
3. October 19.—Simeon and Anna. (The Insight of the 
PURO 86 TUNG) cecsncivivcseccvveccsacvecses Luke 2: 29-39 
4. October 26.—World’s Temperance Sunday. (Spiritual 
Weapons in a World War.) .......... Galatians § : 13-26 
5. November 2.—Simon Peter. (From Weakness to 
Strength.) 
Mark 8 : 27-29; Luke 22 : 31-34; John 18 : 25-27; 21 : 15-17 
6. November 9.—Thomas. (The Honest Doubter.) 
John 11 : 14-16; 14: 5-8; 20: 24-29; 21:1, 2 
g- November 16.—The Believing Centurion. (A Gentile 


whose Faith Jesus Commended.) ..... Matthew 8: 5-13 
8 November 23.——The Rich Young Ruler. (Refusing 
a Life of Sacrificial Service.) ......... Mark 10: 17-27 
9. November 30.—Zacchzus the Publican. (A Business 
BEER, CORVOEUIRS) 060s 0scstscciiccecccctecsved Luke 19 : 1-10 
10. December 7.—Stephen. (An Early Interpreter of 
RESPIOCIUNCT 6)... 00505 86 seu Cacstvseevecets Acts 6:1 to 7:60 
11, December 14.—Saul of Tarsus. (How a Pharisee be- 
COME © LUPISUER) cecicccceccscecevcccess Acts 22: 3-1§ 
12, December 21.—Timothy. (The Influence of Home 
Training.) 
Acts 16: 1-3; Philippians 2: 19-22; 2 Timothy 1 : 1-6; 3 : 14-16 
tr, 
Christmas Lesson .....ssscccccccccccccccscsccccccs Luke 2: 1-20 
13. December 28.—Review. (The Pattern of Christian 
Living.) 








he should not depart until he had seen the Lord’s 
Christ, and it was the Spirit who led him into the 
Temple just when Jesus was being presented there. 
It was assuredly the Spirit of God who enabled him 
to utter the prophetic words concerning the future of 
this Child, and by the indwelling Spirit he must have 
recognized this Child as sent of God. Habitual 
yieldedness to the promptings of God’s Spirit had 
made him spiritually sensitive to the great privilege 
that was his. Multitudes of other folk doubtless met 
the same opportunity that day, as did the multitudes 
later who did not know the day of their visitation, 
but they had not the preparation of life to recognize it. 
It is not clear whether Anna’s recognition was based 
entirely upon her own spiritual discernment, but even 
if she accepted it partly upon the statements of 
Simeon, it was nevertheless due to her own spiritual 
attitude that she was enabled to join in the outburst 
of thanksgiving to God that had swept the soul of 
Simeon. If to Simeon one glimpse of the Lord’s 
Christ was sufficient reward for a lifetime of devotion 
and patient waiting, how slow of heart are we in ap- 
preciation of the full light that has shone upon us in 
Christ; and how many of us are getting the spiritual 
preparation we shall need to enter into the fullness of 
joy, that should be ours when he shall come again? 
HuntTInopon, Pa. 


ye 
The Illustration Round- Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents ina 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday Sckool Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that pertion 
of Ray text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations.on ether verses than the Golden Text are 
ane il desired, theugh some on the Golden Text are alse 
n 


What and Hew ?—Lord, now lettest thou thy serv- 
ant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation (vs. 20, 30). “What is 
the Gospel you believe? And how do you believe it?” 
asked an unhappy skeptic of a happy old Christian. 
She quietly replied, “God is satished with the work 
of his Son—this is the Gospel I believe; and I am 
satisfied with it—this is how I believe it.’—From 
Wonderful Word, . Sent by Mary F. Wishard, San 
Anselmo, Cal. 


The Jewish and Gentile Trains.—A light to lighten 
the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel (v. 
32). The Jewish train came to a dead stop in A. D. 
70. A faulty engine rendered it useless, and it had 
to be shunted to a siding. God then requisitioned 
the Gentile train to fulfill his purposes. It had been 
in course of preparation since 606 B. C. After twenty- 
five hundred years the same engine trouble has de- 
veloped. The times of the Gentiles are fulfilled, and 
the Jewish express, to which God is fitting new engines, 
will be on the main line once again. What is wrong 
with the Gentile engine? The same old Jewish fault 
—unbelief. “Have any of the rulers . .. believed 


oe 


on him?” (John 7:48.) Do not many of our leaders, 
professors, popular preachers, bishops, and _ scientists 
deny the Christ who bought them? “The utterances 
of Jesus are unreliable,” we are told; but the utter- 
ances of a German professor are evidently reliable! 
The same engine trouble—/From the Jewish Era. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tron, 


Finding the Fellowship.—She .. . gave thanks like- 
wise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem (v. 38). One 
of the greatest privileges of my life was when I trav- 
eled, seme years ago, through a number of cities of 
the United States, to get in touch with the spiritually 
minded people of those cities. I found there existed 
in those various cities a fellowship —that if you could 
get hold of one person who loved the Lord whole- 
heartedly, earnestly, and had an outspoken testimony 
for him, it was just like the end of a ball of yarn, 
and by pulling on that person, so to speak, you could 
find another, and another, and another. They all 
knew one another; you could open up the whole spir- 
itual life of a town, and find the people in the town 
who loved the Lord with a whole-hearted devotion. 
They knew one another—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


Better Than Gradual Cleansing.—Blessed are the 
pure in heart: for they shall see God (Golden Text). 
The children’s father had not yet learned that it was 
Christ who could make us cléan within and Christ 
who could keep our hearts pure. Little Mary knew 
it, and so she prayed, “Make me gooder and gooder 
and gooder till there is no bad left.” It is the Lord 
Jesus who will make us pure within if we let him.— 
From the Illustrator. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N. Y. 


Why He Called “Here.”—Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see God (Golden Text). A fierce 
battle had been fought and the hospital tents were 
crowded. Surgeons and doctors were hurrying to 
help and succor. Suddenly from a cot, where lay a 
youth who had not uttered a sound, came a clear call 
that rang out in the darkness, “Here.” The surgeon 
ran, thinking he must be in great distress. “What do 
you want?” the surgeon asked. “Nothing,” the young 
man said, “they are calling the roll in Heaven and 
I have just answered to my name.” There must be 
a book of life and there must be a book of death. We 
will be blessed indeed to be able to answer “Here” to 
our call to the names inscribed in the Lamb’s Book of 
Life—From Amos R. Wells. Sent by E. V. Hite- 
shen, Chambersburg, Pa. 


Be-Attitudes.— Blessed are the pure in heart (Golden 
Text). The Beatitudes are in reality Be-attitudes; 
they are attitudes that come not from doing, but from 
being.—From William Lyon Phelps. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, DD., Utica, N.Y. 


Nothing to Conceal.—Blessed are the pure in heart: 
for they shall see God (Golden Text). A sweet little 
six-year-old girl looked up suddenly at her mother 
and said, “Mother, I think that Jesus was the only 
one who ever dared to live his inside out!” The 
mother was fairly dazed by the little one’s thought. 
Well she might be. It carried one of the profoundest 
thoughts suggested by lifelong study of that divine 
character. But here it was out of the mouth of almost 
a babe. She had heard his story. She had seen that 
he was so pure in all his soul that there was nothing 
there that he needed to conceal from anybody. Was 
not he the only one in all the history of mankind of 
whom that could be truly said?—From Onward. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank thee 
that thou dost make it possible for us to see with the 
eyes of the spirit. We so greatly need to look beyond the 
things of the world, and to see what thou hast provided 
for us in the heaveniies. We thank thee that thou didst 
send one whom men could know in his earthly walk, and 
in whom they might see thyself. Heip us, we pray thee, 
to have a vision so simple and clear, and free from the 
mists that come from doubt and unyielded hearts, that we 
shall see our blessed Lord as he really is in his saving 
and keeping power. May every one of us be able to say 
with all sincerity, “We have found him, of whom Moses 
in the law, and the prophets, did write.’’ We ask this ir 
his dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—What we see shows what we 
are. We notice first the things in which we are most 
interested. Two men were passing near a great gas 
reservoir one day, and one of them said, “That is the 
most beautiful thing in the landscape to me.” His com- 
panion understood, for the other was a manufacturer of 
gas meters. I wonder what would be the most beauti-. 
ful thing in the landscape to you. If you were traveling 
on a train through country and villages and towns, what 
would interest you most as you looked out from the 
car window? Well, we would not all see the same thing. 
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But one thing is certain, —every one of 
us ought to have a spiritual vision un- 
clouded by other things, so that we can 
see very clearly our Lord Jesus Christ 
as he offers himself to us as our Saviour 
and Lord. Is there anything in your life 
that is making it hard for you to see 
him, and to follow him? Simeon was a 
man whose life was right with God. 
Anna was a woman of prayer, and one 
who served God. They could see what 
God wanted them to see, where some 
others might not. Why not let us all 
look with new interest and devotion unto 
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith, 
the one who loved us, and gave himself 
for us that we might live? If you are 
not doing that, why not turn your eyes 
toward him as never before? Let us 
pray. 


WHAT SEE 
sHows WHAT WE Are 


MY CHIEF INTEREST ? 














Lesson Hymns 
“Tf the Christ Should Come.” 
“More About Jesus.” 
“In Jesus.” 
“Open My Eyes, That I May See.” 
“Take Time to be Holy.” 
“I Know Whom I Have Believed.” 
“In the Secret of His Presence.” 


i 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


HE text for this week’s lesson (Luke 

2:25-39) gives us a beautiful pic- 
ture, and shows how carefully all of 
the law was carried out in the life of 
the little Lord Jesus just as it was in 
the lives of all little Jewish boys. The 
Lord had told Moses that their mothers 
must bring them to the Temple, and 
present them to the Lord with two sac- 
rifices—a sin-offering, and a burnt-of- 
fering. So Joseph and Mary brought the 
little Saviour to the Temple, and as they 
were too poor to bring a lamb and a 
dove, they brought two doves, or two 
young pigeons. 

In the Temple there was an old man 
named Simeon, who was expecting the 
little Christ Child. He met them, took 
the little Baby up in his arms, and praised 
the Lord for letting him live to see the 
world’s Saviour. Simeon was a good 
man, and we believe he had studied the 
Bible until he had learned God’s wonder- 
ful promises about sending the Saviour, 
and that he talked with God about these 
promises until one day the Lord told 
Simeon that he might live to see the 
Christ. So Simeon had a promise all 
his own, and when he held the precious 
little Baby in his arms, he knew that 
God had kept this promise, and that he 
held the world’s Saviour, so he asked 
the Lord to let him die in peace. 

Then he spoke one of the beautiful 
promises the Lord gave Isaiah, calling 
the Saviour “a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
Oh, Simeon was just full of joy and 
praise to God over the little Baby. Joseph 
and the Baby’s mother did not know what 
to think. It was all so wonderful that it 
was hard for them to understand, al- 
though God had told them who the Child 
was. Then Simeon told Mary that her 
Son was going to suffer, and that his 
suffering would cause her to suffer, too. 

While Simeon was rejoicing over the 
little Lord Jesus some one else came in 
to rejoice with him. A dear old woman 
named Anna lived in the Temple. ‘Her 
husband was dead, so she spent all her 
time serving the Lord, and praying to 
him. She, too, thanked the Lord for the 
little Saviour. 

After Joseph and Mary had finished 
the service in the Temple they carried 
the holy Child to their home up in Gali- 
lee. There in a little town called Naz- 
areth he grew into a loving, obedient 
child, a thoughtful, helpful youth, and be- 
came a wonderful man, our Saviour. 

. Tell the class that Simeon and Anna 
lived close to God. They often talked 
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to him in prayer, and listened closcly to 
his voice. So God could tell them about 
his Son, whom he was sending into the 
world. And these dear faithful friends 
of God knew the Son as soon as they 
saw him because they were so well ac- 
quainted with his Father. We are glad 
that they gave him such a loving, joy- 
ous welcome, 

Let us ask God to cleanse our hearts 
in the precious blood of Christ, so that 
we may know him and love him. Then 
let us give him time in prayer to talk 
to us, while we listen to his voice, until 
we know God and his Son our Saviour. 
It is wonderful and sweet to know that 
he loves us, and wants us to know him 
in a loving, friendly way, so that he can 
tell us his plans and let us have a part 
in his kingdom, 

When the Lord Jesus comes again it 
will not be as a little child, but he will 
come “in power and great glory.” Then 
how thankful we shall be if we know 
him, and he calls us his friends. 

Repeat the Memory Verse: “We have 
found him, of whom Moses in the law, 
and the prophets, did write” (John 1: 45). 


Curnton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 
God’s use of his aged children: 
(1) Simeon, the pure-hearted. 

(2) Anna, the prophetess. 
(3) Your own “old people’? 
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can give through all the testings and 
trials of life, only the brighter because 
of such testings. And if, as sometimes is 
true, we can see the very light of Heaven 
shining in their expectant eyes, as they 
near its gates — what more can we ask 
of our God than that he shall bring us 
to such an old age, after our years of 
active service must cease? Compare 
such a face with that of any old person 
without the Christian’s hope, and help 
your girls imagine what their own faces 
will reveal when they are old — what 
sort of “grandmothers” they are going 
to be!—before you ask them to think 
of Simeon and Anna for a while. 


(1) We are not told in so many words 
that Simeon was very old, but we can- 
not read Luke’s record of him 1d escape 
the belief that“he was not far from the 
time of his going when he took this tiny 
Babe “up in his arms, and blessed God” 
that his eyes had actually seen the sal- 
vation which was to “lighten the Gen- 
tiles’ and glorify the people, Israel. 
Can you doubt, as you read aloud those 
verses from Luke, that Simeon’s old 
face revealed the same purity of heart 
that shone in the Baby’s wondering eyes 
—that he could see God in this wee 
Child because he was himself of “the 
pure in heart”? Let youth, then, beware 
of despising or trying to laugh away the 
visions of such an old age, for 
surely uses old people whose hearts are 
pure toward him to reveal some of his 
choicest truths through them. Ask your 
girls to listen very reverently to old 
Chistians when they speak of God, or 
lead in prayer. 


(2) That God has some use still for the 
very old, whom he lets linger here, is 





HE natural response of a girl’s heart 

to the experience of Mary of Naz- 
areth, in her youth, is missing from this 
study, where we are thinking of two 
very old people and the use God made 
of them, in the life of his Son. There 
are young girls to whom an old face is 
strongly appealing, beautifully inspira- 
tional, girls who “just love old people,” 
and to whom old people respond as they 
always do to little children; but there are 
many others who see nothing lovely in an 
old, wrinkled face above bent shoulders, 
in a quivering old voice, and worn, trem- 
bling hands. Such an old face, if lighted 
with the love of Christ Jesus, is in truth 
one of earth’s most beautiful testimonies 
to the verities of our faith, for here still 
shine the joy and peace that only Christ 


“Tord, now lettest 
[hou Thy Servant 
depart in peace; 
Jor mine eyes have 


geenfiy salvationc, 
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THE DISCERNMENT OF THE SPIRIT-FILLED 


illustrated beautifully again in Anna, the 
prophetess, of such great age that in 
any but a Christian view she would have 
been considered only a burden to be en- 
dured until death relieved both her and 
her caretakers. 

She did not speak the clear-minded 
‘words of Simeon’s Nunc Dimittis, but 
she added her testimony to his that in 
this Child was to be fulfilled “the re- 
demption” she, too, had been looking 
for. Contrast her aged face with the 
young mother’s as they stood there by 
Simeon, whose old strength sufficed to 
hold that Babe in his arms while he 
blessed God for letting him see this long 
expected and patiently awaited sight. 
Some of his words of prophecy hurt that 
young mother, but oh, how she must 
have thanked God for them as memory 
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doubtless brought them back in her hours 

of suffering over that Son, helping her 

to believe even while she must suffer. 

Yes, God has his use for even the very 

old to whom he has promised that 

E’en down to old age all My people shall 
prove 

My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love. 

Let youth, then, be very tender and rev- 

erent toward the hoary-headed. 


Home Study 
Memorize Simeon’s song of thanks- 
giving over the Baby Jesus, Luke 2: 29- 
32, with verses 34 and 35 also. Then 
read Psalm 71, the old man’s prayer. 
Decatur, Ga. 
we 


Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


{es answers to the-following ques- 
tions will be found in the issue of 
CurisTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHristiIAN YoutH, which is 
the new weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurisT1aAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs, ; 

If your class is not yet taking the new 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. What do our lesson verses tell us 
of the inner and outward life of Simeon? 

2. How did Simeon show the best kind 
of patriotism? 

3. How may we show this same kind of 
patriotism today? 

4. What foreign missionary outlook did 
Simeon show in his prophecy concerning 
Christ? 

5. What home “missionary characteris- 
tics did Anna exemplify? 

6. How may we have God-seeing hearts 
today? ~ 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Falling or rising. 
Discussion: Let the fellows name some 
men who stand high because of their 
Christian character—others who have 
fallen low through failure to follow Jesus 
Christ. Let the teacher be prepared to 
name some, if the pupils do not. 


Objective: Rising to the challenge of 
a Christian life. 


AY, fellows, sometimes a wise man 

utters a word or a phrase with a 
wealth of meaning iff it, and that saying 
lives on and on after he is dead, to the 
profitable thinking and heeding of the 
generations that come after. History is 
full of these, too numerous to mention 
here. We are just considering now one 
of those several accurately prophetic ut- 
terances of old Simeon on the day he 
saw the child Jesus in the Temple, where 
Joseph and Mary had brought him for 
the rites of purification, according to 
pe law, Jesus being not quite six weeks 
old. j 

Simeon, on that instant in the Temple, 
led by the Holy Spirit, uttered no less 
than eight prophecies concerning Jesus — 
his life, his mission, and his death — which 
were literally fulfilled within the next 
few years, and are yet being fulfilled. 
See if you can find them in verses 30 
to 35 of Luke 2. 

We have space here to deal with only 
one of those prophetic utterances, and 
that all too sparingly, but it alone is 
sufficient for an inspiring lesson. 

Simeon said, “Behold, this child is set 
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Lesson for October 19 


for the falling and the rising of many” 
(R. V.). The falling of Judas, the 
rising of Saul of Tarsus (into Paul) ; 
the falling of the rich young ruler, the 
rising of the demoniac of the Gadaran 
tombs; the falling of Pilate, the rising 
of the dying thief upon the cross; the 
falling of Robert Ingersoll, the rising of 
D. L. Moody. All along the pathway 
of the Lord Jesus’ ministry and down 
the centuries since, even to now, Simeon’s 
word is being fulfilled in the falling and 
the rising of men on account of Jesus 
Christ. 

Paul said: “But we preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, 
and unto the Greeks foolishness” (1 Cor. 
1:23). And Peter said: “Unto you 
therefore which believe he is precious: 
but unto them which be disobedient, the 
stone which the builders disallowed, the 
same is made the head of the corner, 
and a stone of stumbling, and a rock 
of offence, even to them which stumble 
at ~_ word, being disobedient” (1 Pet. 
2: 9. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





SvyeoN AND ANNA 
a as 


—— 


LUKE 2 125,26. 
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Fellows today are dividing themselves 
into two distinct classes: those who fall 
and those who rise, because of Jesus 
Christ. I know two brothers, now grown- 
up men with families of their own. They 
grew up together in their boyhood home, 
with their parents who were earnest 
Christians and who taught them to know 
Jesus Christ as Saviour, Friend, Com- 
panion, and Guide. 

But one of the boys broke away. The 
Christian life seemed too exacting, too 
restraining. He wanted to have “his 
fling,” he wanted to “see life.” Christ 
was an “offence” to him. And _ thus 
Christ proved to be his stumblingblock ; 
for oh, how woefully he stumbled! When 
he stumbled on the Lord Jesus, the Devil 
picked him up and taught him every vice 
that a young fellow could learn — which 
means all of them. He married. Pity 
the girl. Pity their little baby. They 
are on the mercy of charitable friends. 
He is jobless. He has shifted from pil- 
lar to post. ‘His existence is a very 
miserable one. I haven't told you half. 

The other boy remained steadfast to 
his vows to Christ. He gave the Lord 
Jesus his life and asked him to use it. 
He entered the ministry. Not a very 
“lucrative business,” his brother thought, 
who had plans for a great business 
career. Today the minister is the busy 
and happy pastor of a thriving church. 
He has a comfortable home, a lovely 
wife, and also a little child. They are 
very, very happy, and life is full of keen- 
est interest and zest. There is evidently 
a bright future before them. See the 
difference, fellows? 

Falling or rising —because of Jesus 
Christ. 

What direction do you propose to take? 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
ye 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for October 12) 
1. Personal. 
2. See 1 Samuel 2. 


3. Samuel’s mother prayed for a* son. 
Mary had no expectation of a son until the 
angel announcement. 

4. Hannah named her son, the name of 
Christ was divinely given. Samuel’s birth 
was a natural one so far as indicated in 
all respects after God heard the prayer. The 


birth of Christ, including his conception,’ 


was supernatural, in a number of respects. 
5. Though God granted her a direct reve- 


- lation about the birth of her Son, which she 


accepted on faith then, she had afterward 
to accept him on the same basis of faith 
that is ours, from the opening of his public 
ministry to the coming of the Holy Spirit 
at Pentecost. Indeed hers had to be a 
greater faith than ours, since we have the 
full record of his life, death, and resurrec- 
tion in constant thought, whereas she must 
accept each event in turn as it came, in its 
own light only. 


6. There must have been many dark hours 
for his mother during the days of his per- 
secution and the hours of his death, but 
only one such is recorded for us, in Mark 
3: 31-35 with the indication of the twentieth 
and twenty-first verses of that same chap- 
ter. 


7. Surely finding her among the 120 be- 
lievers after his ascension, praying with 
them, is full proof that her faith failed not, 
even though her heart must have broken 
over his sufferings. She could say with 
Job, ‘Though he slay me, yet will I trust 
in him.” 

8. She honored him by motherly care in 
childhood; by motherly loyalty in his popu- 
larity or in persecution, and even to the 
‘cross and the grave. 

9. Most of all by permitting her to be- 
come his mother. 

10. The records of Scripture reveal this 
woman as one of the finest examples of 
faith in all the Bible, or in all ages, but as 
fully and only a human mother, on the 
same level with the other believers in her 
divinely born Son. 

11. Since Luke speaks of Christ as “her 
first-born” the implication is clear that the 
brothers and sisters of Christ mentioned in 
Mark 6: 1-3 were also her children as well 
as Joseph’s, later born. 
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A Recipe for Happiness: Light in the 
mind, grace in the heart, and constant 
activity for good in the outward life— 
Keswick Calendar. 











The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
- By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Oct. 26. Making America Christian. Mark 
§:1-20. (Home missions.) 

Nov. 2. Why Support the Eighteenth 
Amendment? How? Prov. 20:1; 23: 
29-32. (Consecration meeting.) ' 

Nov. 9. What Does Brotherhood Mean? 
Matt. 23:8; 1 John 3:17. (Armistice 


Nov. 16. Jesus, an Example of Stewardship. 
John 17:1-7; Luke 2: 49. 





Sunday, October 19 


Christians and Sunday 
(Matt. 12 : 1-8) 





Mon.—Christian worship (Acts 20 : 4-12). 
Tues.—Christian meditation (Rev. 1: 9- 


20). 

Wed.—Church attendance (Heb. 10: 23- 
2s). 

Thurs.—Christian helpfulness (Luke 14: 
1-6). 

Fri—Follow Jesus’ custom (Luke 4: 


16-22). 
Sat.—A day of rest (Exod. 20: 8-11). 











‘What does Sunday mean to you? 
What Sunday laws are necessary? Why? 


What influences tend to break down Sun- 
day? 


66 LOT of telegraph poles are going 
up,” said Willie. “They are just 
so far apart from each other, and every 
time I go from our house to yours, 
Grandpa, I stop and rest at each pole.” 
“There are lots of Sundays in my life,” 
said Grandpa, “and they are the same dis- 
tance apart, and they are on the way to 
my Father’s house. Every time I come 
to one, I stop and rest, too.” 


What do Sundays mean to you? Are 
they opportunities for real Christian rest 
and refreshment or are they times for 
self-indulgence and wearing pleasures? 

Our Scripture lesson shows us that the 
observance of the Sabbath in Christ’s day 
had its problems just as the observance 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
Subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


. CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 -cents 
for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scfiptions add S@ cents..for postage. 

~ The paper is not seht to any subscriber 
“beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
“cial request. 


Christian Youth’ 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries, These rates 
include postage. 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 
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A big opportunity to earn 

money for your church, 

Sunday-school, or Bible 
elass; or for you to 


Make Money 


ELLING Christmas Cards 

is a dignified, profitable 
way to make money for your- 
self ora worthy cause. ‘Thou- 
sands of individuals and or- 
ganizations made hundreds 
of dollars last year selling our 
attractive assortment. This 
year's box excels anything 
previously offered. Designs 
aresnappy. The sentiments 
choice and well selected. 
Every envelope tissue lined. 
Every card large in size, of. 
fers a wonderful value. for 
the money. Each box con- 
tains 21 assorted Christmas Cards, and retails at 
$1.00. Never before have we offered such a won- 
derful assortment. 


Tags and Seals 


While selling the Christmas Cards you can add 
to your profits by selling our assortment of Tags 
and Seals. ‘These gift dressings are lifhographed 
in bright Christmas colors and are put up sixty- 
four assorted designs in a glassene envelope re- 
tailing for 10 cents a package. 


Yeu too can earn handsome profits 
if you ACT at ONCE. No cash 
necessary. You make 100% Profit 


Order Now=— 5¢"4 us 75 cents today 


for a sample box of 
CHRISTMAS CARDS and package of TAGS 
and SEALS, with complete instructions and sell- 
ing plans. An early start means more sales. Plan 
now and canvass your community 
—" others have covered the 














You can be quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, ‘‘its Cause and Cure."’ It tells how I 


cured myself after stamm 0 yrs. B. N. Bogue, 
11464 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. Ill. St., indianapolis, 





Mediterranean 
Cruise 


You sail on a great 
White Star liner, 
new M. V. Britannic 
or Adriatic...visit 
glamorous, far-off places you have 
always dreamed of seeing — Madeira, 
Gibraltar, Algiers, Naples, Athens, Istan- 
bul, Syracuse, ete. From Haifa you visit 
Mount Carmel, Jerusalem, Nazareth. 
You linger in Egypt for five enchant- 
ing days. All of this for only $420 
TOURIST Third Cabin! From New, 
York: Jan. 8 and 17, Feb. 26, Mar. 7. 


i 80 Principal Offices in the United 


States and Canada. Main Office, 
—=—=—= 


No. 1 Broadway, New York City. 
WHITE STAR LINE 








Authorized agents ex erywh ere) 


International Mercantile Marine Co. 























Wouldn’t It Be Worth While to Know 
These Men and Women Better? 


Are they among the men and women with 
whom you would like to make your Sunday- 
school pupils better acquainted? 


You are to have the finest sort of opportunity 
to do this in the three months beginning October 
5th, in the Improved International Uniform 
Series of Lessons. 


Just glance over this list of names, and think 
what incidents gather around them, what great 
teachings, what light come from their lives and 
experiences upon our own pathway ! 


Zacharias and Elisabeth 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus 
Simeon and Anna 
Simon Peter 
Thomas 
The Believing Centurion 
The Rich Young Ruler 
Zacchaeus, the Publican 
Stephen 
Saul of Tarsus 
Timothy 


Imagine yourself before your class. You have 
prayerfully, earnestly studied about each one of 
these as the lessons have proceeded. 


You have seen to it that the members of your 
class, if they are in the ’teen age, are supplied 
with copies of Christian Youth, so that they can 
study the lesson ina way that will wonderfully 
supplement your teaching, and enable them to do 
homework. 


You have gathered from each life the lessons that 
you think will be most applicable to your class. 


Who knows what life changes will be brought 
to pass, what purposes will be set in motion, what 
convictions will be established in the minds of the 
pupils as you study these great lessons ! 


The Sunday School Times gives you the finest sort of help 
from week to week in making your study and your teaching of 
these lessons, and others all through the year, most effective. 


You who are readers of the Times know its value. Some of 
your friends do not. Will you introduce them tothe paper? You 
are welcome to specimen copies of any one issue to hand to friends, 


And if you haven’t tried Christian Youth as the lesson-help 
and story paper for your ‘teen age class, now is the time! 
Christian Youth is a wonderful aid to the teacher in securing 
willing home work on the part of the class. And you know what 
that can mean. 


About ten thousand Sunday-school workers who do not ordi- 
narily see The Sunday School Times or Christian Youth 
wiil each receive a copy of this issue of the Times. 


To the ten thousand may we say :— 


Try the Times for ten weeks for 25 cents. 
Christian Youth for ten weeks for 10 cents. 


Just see for yourself what the two papers can do for you 
and your class, 
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of Sunday has its problems today. There 
are many who like to point to this in- 
stance in the life of our Lord and to use 
it as an excuse to do as they please on 
Sunday. But no Christian who knows 
his Bible will use this incident in any 
such way. The Pharisees, who took is- 
sues with the Lord Jesus about the be- 
havior of his disciples on the Sabbath 
day, had hedged the day about with a 
thousand and one restrictions until they 
had made it a burden instead of a bless- 
ing. Their zeal for the Sabbath day 
consisted not in seeking to prevent any 
interference with their own worship of 
God. Rather, it tried to warp all men 
within their land into doing the things 
that they did on that day. 

The problem teday is quite different. 
Christians while supporting the Sunday 
laws are not trying to interfere with the 
personal liberty of others. They are try- 
ing to prevent others from interfering 
with the personal liberty of Christians. 

we 

On the surface it might seem that per- 
mitting buying and selling and public 
amusements on Sunday was not neces- 
sarily interfering with the Christian’s 
right to worship God on that day. But 
think a moment, what is the motive be- 
hind the motion picture and theater in- 
terests, and the storekeeper, in campaign- 
ing for an open Sunday? It is purely 
a selfish desire to make money. In spite 
of all the high sounding claims made by 
these interests that they desire to serve 
the public, the prime motive is to gather 
in more dollars. Grant the right to run 
free shows on Sunday and see how long 
they will keep it up. They may in the 
beginning be willing to do this as an 
entering wedge to breaking down the 
Sabbath, but once they know it cannot 
be so used as a means to an end, such 
“philanthropy” will end quickly. 

Since, then, the prime motive is mak- 
ing money, to what end will it go? If 
some business enterprises have the right 
to make money on Sunday, why not all? 
And before he knows it Mr. Common 
People who has swallowed so readily the 
glib overtures of those who are “con- 
cerned” for his recreation on Sunday, will 
find himself at the mercy of employers 
who demand that Mr. Common People 
work on Sunday and make money for 
them on this day. 

oe 


It is therefore with justifiable 
alarm that Christians view anything that 
would take away their privilege to wor- 
ship God one day in the week by 
uniting in the services of the church. 
Christians recognize only too_ well that 
men and women cannot and should not 
be compelled by law to attend church, 
but they see clearly the need to prevent 
by law unscrupulous men and women 
from interfering with an institution that 
has been one of the bulwarks of our land 
and has set us apart in a marked way 
from many other nations of the earth. 

ee 


But there is a great responsibility rest- 
ing upon Christians, —the example they 
set on Sunday. Many thoughtless Chris- 
tians have placed in the hands of those 
who would break down the civil protec- 
tion of Sunday a keen and efficient tool. 
There are many who would resent 
strongly any effort to conduct business 
in general on Sunday. who, nevertheless, 
do not hesitate to frequent places of 
amusement, or to buy whatever they 
choose, or to spend the day in an auto- 
mobile traveling about the country. Many 
of these would resent strongly any im- 
plication that they are not Christians 
and might even quote the Lord’s Word 
that the Sabbath was made for man and 
not man for the Sabbath. 

Yet there is not the slightest ground 
for using the words of the Lord Jesus 
to back up such conduct. The Lord by 
his own example showed what he thought 
of the rest day observed when he walked 
upon this earth. Mention is made re- 
peatedly of his going to the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day and of his visits to 
the Temple. He spoke sharply to those 
who would quibble about such a harm- 
less act as satisfying one’s hunger on the 
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as healing the sick on this day. But he 
availed himself scrupulously of the op- 
portunity to meet with others for the 
worship of God. 

How much more then should Chris- 
tians be careful to make proper use of 
Sunday. The Lord Jesus has not asked 
us to observe the day in obedience to any 
hard and fast law. But if we truly love 
him, we shall rejoice in the opportunity 
to be together, to talk about him and 
sing ‘about him, and to learn more about 
him and his Word. And we shall see to 
it that other things, good though they 
may be in themselves, do not interfere 
with this great privilege that comes to 
us one day in seven. 


Am I making the fullest Christian use of 
Sunday ? 


What is my example saying to others 
about my regard for this day? 
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MODERNITY and beauty are gra- 
ciously combined at Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall. 

Come for a day, or a week, or 
a year. Enjoy the salt sea air. 
Good food. Rest in the sun on 
the Ocean Deck. Bathe in the 
clear, bright sea. Have tea to the 
strains of Boccherini. In the 
background is an informal 
friendliness that makes every 
minute of your stay a pleasure. 

Write for information. There 


is a Motoramp garage. 


American and European Plans 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon,Hall 


CITY 





LEEDS AND LIPPINC®TT COMPANY 





For Organizations or Individuals. Astound- 
ing Christmas Card offer. “Sell to relatives 
OVER and neighbors, 21 beautiful cards for $1.— 
Tele) 4 12 for 50¢. Envelopes with colored interiors. 
Cards engraved, water color method or offset 
process. No cheap printing. Over 100‘. pro- 
fit plus Free Goods to help cover transporta- 
tion” Free Goods for prizes. Write for data. 


PROFIT 
FOR 
SPARE TIMe 





Lord’s Day, or against such good deed 








Anna Elizabeth Wade, Box V, E. Orange, N. J. 
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Lesson for October 19 
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$50.00%0$150.00 | 
EASILY EARNED § 


Sell Christmas Holly Wreaths 
and Evergreen Decorations 
Every home in your community will gladly 
buy | ra you, especially since these are the 
very finest grade of decoration. ¥ 
No Cash Needed 
It is so easy to take orders for these beautiful % 
Wreaths, because every one uses them. ‘The 
demand is ee? created. Selling plan of- 
fered to individuals in territory not taken by 
church Societies. % 
Church and Street Decorations 
Most churches and progressive towns use ¥ 
great quantities of Laurel Roping. We offer 
the best at reasonable prices. ‘Ihis is a tested 
—= Many churches and individuals have 
een benefitted by this plan every year. Write 
NOW for complete information. ¥ 


JONES, The Holly Wreath Man 
Box A, Milton, Delaware 
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ORGANIZATIONS and INDIVIDUALS 


Just can’t help make money with 
our wonderful line of 


Christmas Box Assortments 
and Personal Cards 


Also Every Day and other cards at the most 
liberal commissions. Everybody buys cards— 
men, women, professional people, banks, retailers 
and business houses. Every door opens to a pros- 
pect. Every prospect can be turned into a sale 
with our big original strikingly beautiful line. Our 
prices help you get the business and you make 
a generous profit on every sale. Start early. Write 
quick for samples and full particulars. 


ARTISTIC CARD COMPANY 
Dept. 25D. Elmira, N. ¥. 











DO YOU USE VISUALIZATION 


in your Sunday School and Bible Classes ? 
If so, you will be interested in: 

Ur of the Chaldees 
Ur in the Time of Abraham 
Egypt at the Time of the Exodus 
Ancient Sites of St. Paul's Journeys 
The Temples and Library of Nippur 
Beth-shan of the Bible 


These, and many others, have been prepared on 


filmslides and glass slides with accompanying 
lectures and data. 


THE UNIVERSITY MUSEUM EXTENSION 


_. LECTURE BUREAU 
10 South 18th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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AMERICAN frorea"tand stowa be Za: 


terested in the 


EUROPEAN £822 

















That these may have fel- 
lowship with the Father, 
His Son, and fellow saints 


iF INTERESTED, WRITE 


AMERICAN EUROPEAN FELLOWSHIP 
156 Fifth Avenue, - - New York City 

















Why Suffer with 
Skin Troubles when 


'Cutieura 
Quickly Heals 


a Price 25c. each. Sample free. Address: 
ae em “Cuti .”* Dept. Malden, Mass. 

















AGENTS, CLUBS, SOCIETIES 


Christmas card combination with 28 cards, 
20 seals and tags in two boxes suitable for 
gift making. Whole outfit sells for $1. Ask 
‘for territory and particulars giving references. 
New England Paper Co., Main St., Barton, Vt. 


i SELL John’s Emphasized Gospel, 5c 

each, 24 for $1.00; cloth bound, 
with map (my own make). | give Acts (another map) 
to reader who reports having read John. Many report. 
Elizabeth Merriam, 103 Beech, Framingham, Mass. 
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In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 
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q For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 13 to 19 
Mon.—Luke 2: 25-32. Simeon the Righteous. 


Simeon was, no doubt, one of the pure 
in heart (see the title of the lesson). 
He was “waiting for the consolation of 
Israel.” It was the study of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy and the descent upon him 
of the Spirit of prophecy, and not mere 
“insight,” that enabled Simeon to real- 
ize that he had in his arms the infant 
Messiah at his first coming in humilia- 
tion. A study of the Scripture-given 
signs of the times will show us that we 
may possibly see the glorified Lord at 
his second coming, for they indicate that 
he is even at the door. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
New York Christian Home for Intem- 
perate Men (Box 472, Mt. Vernon, 
N. Y.) at “Chester Crest,’ where men 
are being aided physically, mentally, and 
spiritually, as for fifty-five years past. 
Pray that the Spirit may bless the teach- 
ing that is given in the evening addresses. 


Tues.—Luke 2 : 33-39. Anna the Prophetess. 


The Beatitude which says “Blessed are 
the pure in heart: for they shall see God” 
was fulfilled in Anna, who was in the 
same group and class as Simeon, study- 
ing the prophecies, and who was indeed 
privileged to see God in the person of 
the divine Son. Anna was the kind of 
widow described in 1 Timothy 5:5. Cer- 
tainly it is people who know how to pray 
like that who realize the promise the 
Lord made to doubting Thomas that 
those who shall believe on him without 
seeing him will be blessed beyond the 
blessing Thomas himself had. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
American ‘Scripture Gift Mission (Wm. 
H. Ritchie, Secretary, 119 South Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia), distributing the 
Scriptures particularly throughout the 
mountains and mill sections of the South, 
and for the English Branch of the Scrip- 
ture Gift Mission, London. Pray for 
the old contributors to continue in the 
support of the American work, in spite 
of the present unemployment and depres- 
sion, 

Wed.—Psalm 24: 1-6. 
Pure Hearts in Holy Places. 

This Psalm, teaching that the earth 
is the Lord’s, goes on to show that its 
rulership (vs. 3-6) is a question of worth- 
iness. The only One who has ever had 
absolutely clean hands and pure heart is 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He will eventu- 
ally take the throne of the earth (vs. 7- 
10); but since it is the meek who inherit 
the earth, it is true, of course, that they 
are also the pure in heart, and are they 
not the overcomers referred to so fre- 
quently in Revelation, second and third 
chapters? They will be, in this high 
place, co-rulers with him during the thou- 
sand years of righteousness. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
School Bag Gospel League (113 Fulton 
Street, New York City), getting the 
Gospel of John and other Scripture into 
the public schools of the United States 
and Canada through personal-working 
Christian children who distribute to those 
who are willing to accept them. 


Thurs.—2 Kings 6 : 14-19. Seeing the Invisible. 


There is only a hairbreadth between 
the visible and the invisible. Because of 
“this too, too solid flesh” we cannot see 
the chariots of the Lord’s host as did 
Elisha’s servant when his eyes were mir- 
aculously opened. We cannot see the 
Angel of the Lord encamping round about 
us. Our Lord could in the twinkling 
of an eye have commanded to his aid 
twelve legions of angels had he chosen 
to do so. Paul said even to unconverted 
Athenians that in God we live and move 
and have our being. Moses endured as 
seeing him who is invisible. He is an 
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exemplar to us. The material is only 
secondarily important; it is the spiritual 
and invisible that counts, “for the things 
which are seen are temporal; but the 
things which are not seen are eternal.” 
PRAYER SuGcestTions: Pray for the 
Canadian «Sunday School Mission; for 
the 76 children wha last year memorized 
48,057 Bible verses and who all accepted 
Christ as their personal Saviour; for the 
200,000 children in Western Canada who 
live beyond the reach of Gospel services 
and whom this mission is trying to reach 
(601 ‘Lombard Bldg., Winnipeg, Mani- 
toba, Can.). 
Fri—2 Corinthians 4:16 to 5: 5S. 
Seeing the Eternal. 


In contrast to the Gospel of grace we | —— ——__—_—_— 


have the Gospel of glory (literal) in the 
context here in 4:4. This Gospel of 

“Christian Life” 
Seri 


glory needs to be taught more widely 
today. It teaches us the wonderful truth 
OF 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


that we shall some day live im a spir- 
itual or resurrected body, “the house not 
Following the 
International Uniform Lesson Topics 


made with hands” of 5:1. In our pres- 
ent “earthly” house (v. 1) we are “torn” 

Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


(v 4) with sicknesses, weariness, and 
on-coming age, but our resurrected bodies 

Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 





LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“‘ Jewish Mission Bonds” is the title of a 
booklet we would like you to read. Itis yours 
for the asking. Just say ‘Send me your book- 
let, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’”’ 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. We only want to get our story 
to you; then we’ll leave it between you and 
the Lord as to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 























will be just like our Lord’s, able to go 
through closed doors, to eat or not at 
will, to pass between Heaven and earth | ff 
in an instant of time, and free forever} 
from the presence of sin. 

PRAYER SucGcestTions: Pray for the 
Shantyman’s Christian Association (366 
Bay Street, Toronto, Ont., Can.), carry- 
ing on its work in Alberta and other 
western Canadian sections and in the 
west of the United States, largely among 
lumbermen. 


Sat.—Revelation 22:1-5. Seeing His Face. 


When we do see him it will be the same 
face into. which Peter and John and Mary 
and Martha and the others of their day 
looked, only glorified, and as we catch 
his eye he will be commanding us to do 
regnant service (cf. vs. 3, 5), maybe to 
go to yet undiscovered planets to teach 
angels the mysteries of redemption, for 
“the angels desire to look into these 
things.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
work at Rabun Gap and Nacoochee, Ga., 
carried on by the Rev. John Knox Coit 
and others for the education and train- 
ing of mountain youths of both sexes. 
Pray for all mountain school work. 




















“The 
God- planned 
Life”’ 


Be sure to send for a copy of this vital 
devotional book of McConkey's. 
Sent absolutely free. Address 
SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 


Dept. S, 1013 Bessemer Bldg., 
PITTSBURGH PENNSYLVANIA 


Sun.—Psalm 84: 1-12. 
Longing for God’s House. 
The Old Testament saint would rather 
sit on the threshold of the Temple than 
“to dwell in the tents of wickedness” (v. 
10). But we, living in a better age than 
he, as New Testament saints, ought to 
have at least equal longing for the Lord 
to dwell in his temples now, which our 
bodies are, for our Lord has wonderfully 
changed his Temple plans. Are we yield- 
ing to him in obedience to his plain com- 
mand, “Be filled with the Spirit’? 


PRAYER Svuccestions: Pray for the |® a 
Mountain and Mill Work, succeeding the e 
Mill Community House work in some Christmas Card Agents 
of the Southern States, in charge of Miss | yarn money for yourself or your church” Sell 
Emily Dick (care of Columbia Bible box assortments of Everyday cards, Christmas cards, 
“4 * chris w . s z fits. 
Colwmblo, S. C-), Proy that God's bices | Seat® micy unui Older eine lore 
ing may wonderfully rest upon the new THE COLONIAL BEAUTY LINE 
Tapuah Hall, four miles from Asheville, is ris Ranses City.“ Moo” 
N.C.; for the thirty mill girls converted 228 Balboa Bidg., San Francisco, Cal. 
there during the past summer in their 











SUPPORT A NATIVE 


Trained native workers may be supported 
on the mission field for from $25 to $150 a year. 
Nothing deducted from your gifts — 100% to 
the field. 
FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PREACHER CO., Inc. 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 














d 
514 Main St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


camp; that funds for the addition of new| When answering advertisements, please 
building units may be provided. mention The Sunday School Times. 

















ARE YOU USING THE BEST? 


Teachers and superintendents should see that only the best helps are used 
in their Sabbath Schools, especially in the Primary and Junior departments, 
for the minds of the little ones ase so easily influenced. 








APPLES OF GOLD is not an experiment. For over 50 years it has been 
helping to mould young lives in thousands of schools. It is pleasing and attrac- 
tive, profusely illustrated, and contains the Golden Text, S. S. Lessons, Mem- 
ory Verses for each week, also short stories and poems. The entire contents 
are put in such a manner that the little ones can easily grasp it. Interdenom- 
inational and suited for distribution in all Evangelical Sabbath Schools. 


A PAPER FOR EVERY WEEK 


To introduce APPLES OF GOLD in new schools, we will 
send a full month’s supply free. Just have your Superin- 
tendent or Pastor write, giving us the number of children 


in Primary and Junior departments. 


American Tract Society i. reek, NY. 


New York, N.Y. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


iy IMMEDIATE ANSWER | 


to Daily Problems inthe 
EXACT WORDS of the B/BLE 


“The Bible in My Everyday Life”, by Eugene Franklin Reese, 
contains the substance of what Jesus meant when he said, “The 
Words that I speak unto you, they are Spirit and they are Life.” 


Ts answer to any question of conduct or any problem of life is in the Bible 
if you know where to find it, Most people don’t. Many good Christians lack 
the time to look. This great work finds the answer for you—gives you the judgment 
of Holy Scripture on every phase of living—instantly available in the vital truths 
of selected verses—pure Bible, every word and line. 





Points the Way to Spiritual Life 


Here is unrivalled knowledge — Divine 
daily guidance in your perplexities—im- 
mediate access to God’s great storehouse 
of joy, success and happiness in life. 
And all so easy to obtain that alert 
readers will immediately act to make it 
theirs, and even the usually careless and 
indifferent will be stirred by a strange 
new eagerness to possess this benefit. 


Saves ‘TIME— 


Gives UNDERSTANDING 


Five minutes with “The Bible in My 
Everyday Life” will convince you of the 
practical, usable worth of this great work 
which widens your spiritual, mental and 
social horizon and gives you the key to 
practical Christian living. 


Makes instantly available the wisdom of 
the ages—the clear direction and perfect 


guidance of the Word of God in all fields 


Enthusiastically Endorsed and Approved by Leading Religious Editor. 


“The author has been thoroughly evangelical in his ae 
selections and the book rings true to the Gospel. The 
texts are printed in full from the King James version.” 
—Sunday School Times. . . . “The subjects covered have 
the greatest significance for the individual of today 
who desires to be a good citizen of his country and the 
Kingdom of God.”—Christian Observer. ... “This most 
unusual book will enable you to find what the Bible 
has to say about any subject. The author has done 
his work well. We bespeak for it a large and useful 
ministry.” —World Wide Christian Courier... . “Coming 
as it does from the reverent and wholesome study of 
the Bible it bears a personal impulse and winsomeness 4 
which the more commends it to us.”—The Southem 4 
Churchman. ... “A careful classification of Scripture q 
passages dealing with the varied aspects of everyday life.” . 
—Record of Christian Work. .. . “So new, original and ‘ 
practical a presentation of Bible material as embodied 

-in this book is remarkable.” — Arkansas Methodist. y and Mz 


A Gift Both Pleasing and Appropriate. 


SYSTEM BIBLE CQ. 7 


Dept. BS5 1R- 10 


4750 Sheridan Road #2 CHIC AGO, ILLINOIS descriptive folder only. 
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of activity: Spiritual Life, Personal Life, 
Family Life,Social, Businessand Civic Life. 


“My Peace I Leave with You” 


Students of religion and history declare the 
world is at the “crossroads” and assert that 
the next few years will be time of great crisis. 
You can be sure of “peace that passeth under- 
standing” in measure as you grasp and apply 
the perfect plan and pattern presented in “The 
Bible in My Everyday Life”. 


The author, Eugene Franklin Reese, well- 
known Bible scholar, provides a complete and 
practical summary of Bible teaching on every 
telationship and_activity of life, cross-indexed 
for quick and easy use. More than 5000 Bible 
verses are classified according to content and 
teaching under 223 headings and subheadings. 


Dr. A. T. Robertson, of Louisville, Ky., has pro- 
vided an illuminating Introduction. 


MAIL COUPON TODAY 
With a copy of “The Bible in My EverydayLife” in your 
hands test its power to give you unfailing answer in a 
moment’s time to the ordinary or critical problems that 
you face. It will not fail you. You are fully protected and 
your satisfaction is guaranteed. 


my deposit. 


a Please send illustrated 


Solves Daily Problems 













What is my 
myself, my employer, my ‘pan 


Dept. BS51R-10, Chicago, IIL. 


Please send me anpens in U.S.) blue 
oth bound copy of “The Bible in My Everyday 
Life”. I will deposit with the postman $2.85 (plus 12c, 
C.O.D. fee) as full payment. If after 5 days I am not satisfied, 
I will return it in good condition and you will immediately return 






(Lesson for Oct. 19) OCTOBER 4, 1930. 







What attitude should we take 
toward family worship in 
modern life? 


fe 


How should I deal with the present 
tendency of children to scoff at 


any restraint? 





chief responsibility—to 


my workers 



























432 pages. Size 
5%x7%x1l 
inches. 
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